


Drive for a balance between development, biodiversity, and sustainability
Develop strategies for climate change and natural hazard preparedness
Improve waste management approaches
Promote and advocate for the mana o te wai.

Council is also an active member of the Kotahitanga mō te Taiao Alliance and is developing, in
partnership with Alliance members and partners, a number of active and pipeline projects that
will benefit the district’s biodiversity.
 
Question 5
Does your council have an implementation plan for your biodiversity strategy?
Although work is underway to address biodiversity protection and restoration, a specific
implementation plan has not been developed.
 
Question 6
How do you measure outcomes relating to the achievement (or not) of the objectives of your
biodiversity strategy?
Individual projects that contribute to biodiversity protection and restoration have their own
outcomes. However, biodiversity outcomes are not currently measured or reported upon in an
integrated manner.
 
Question 7
Has your council mapped its Significant Natural Areas (SNAs)? Are these maps in your
operative District Plan?
SNAs are not mapped in the operative Buller District Plan.
 
Question 8
How many SNAs have you identified in your district/region.  Could you please quantify the
total area these SNAs represent?
As above
 
Question 9
How does your council maintain SNAs?
Part 4 of the operative Buller District Plan sets criteria as a guideline for identifying areas of
indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna.
Areas are assessed on a case-by-case basis during the processing of an application. Vegetation
clearance applications will often require an ecological report where the criteria are used to
identify significant areas.
 
Question 10
How many consents have you issued in the last five years to allow for vegetation clearance in
SNAs? How many have been declined?
17 resource consents have been issued for vegetation clearance (noting that SNAs are not
mapped in the operative District Plan).
No applications have been declined.
 
Question 11
Do you have vegetation clearance rules that enable identification of additional SNAs through
the consenting process?




