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1

Mary Wilson

Subject: FW: Enviroschools Interim Report 
Attachments: Interim Report BDC December 2014-5.pdf

 
 
 

From: Zoe Watson [mailto:zoe.watson@enviroschools.org.nz]  
Sent: Thursday, 11 December 2014 5:02 p.m. 
Subject: Enviroschools Interim Report  
 
Kia ora, 
 
Attached is an interim report on progress of Enviroschools in Buller. Would you please forward on to the appropriate person/s for 
consideration in the draft Long Term Plan. 
 
We are delighted to have received funding from Buller District Council in the 2014/15 annual plan and very proud of what has 
been achieved to date in the Buller District. I can see huge potential for your district and look forward to continuing our work in 
Buller. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Zoe Watson 
Enviroschools Regional Coordinator  
WestREAP 
72 Tudor St 
Hokitika 
P: 0800 WC REAP, 03 7558700 
E: zoe.watson@enviroschools.org.nz 
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Interim	
  Report	
  on	
  Enviroschools	
  in	
  the	
  Buller	
  
District	
  in	
  2014/15	
  

Prepared	
  by	
  Zoe	
  Watson	
  December	
  2014	
  
	
  

	
  

Activities	
  to	
  date	
  

	
  

New	
  Enviroschools	
  

Two	
  new	
  Enviroschools	
  have	
  been	
  signed	
  to	
  the	
  Programme	
  in	
  Buller.	
  St	
  Canice’s	
  School	
  and	
  
Westport	
  North	
  School	
  have	
  been	
  on	
  the	
  West	
  Coast	
  Enviroschools	
  waiting	
  list	
  since	
  2013.	
  
They	
  will	
  be	
  conducting	
  waste	
  audits	
  in	
  Term	
  1	
  of	
  2015.	
  

	
  

Waste	
  Audits:	
  

Both	
  Reefton	
  Area	
  School	
  (RAS)	
  and	
  Granity	
  School	
  were	
  assisted	
  to	
  conduct	
  a	
  waste	
  audit	
  in	
  
Term	
  3	
  of	
  2014.	
  Their	
  data	
  was	
  uploaded	
  to	
  the	
  Measuring	
  Change	
  web-­‐tool,	
  developed	
  by	
  
The	
  Enviroschools	
  Foundation	
  to	
  support	
  schools	
  and	
  centres	
  to	
  measure	
  how	
  much	
  waste	
  
they	
  generate,	
  and	
  track	
  the	
  outcomes	
  from	
  their	
  actions.	
  Their	
  findings	
  were:	
  

	
   Granity	
  School	
   Reefton	
  Area	
  School	
  

Annual	
  cost	
  to	
  manage	
  
waste	
  2013/14	
  

$1,376	
  or	
  $33.58	
  per	
  student	
   $3284.31	
  or	
  $16.42	
  per	
  
student	
  

Waste	
  produced	
  annually	
   1225.55kg	
   7031.90kg	
  

Waste	
  sent	
  to	
  landfill	
   600.23kg	
  or	
  14.64kg	
  per	
  
student	
  

4199kg	
  or	
  21kg	
  per	
  student	
  

Waste	
  going	
  to	
  landfill	
  that	
  
could	
  have	
  been	
  recycled	
  or	
  
composted	
  

79%	
  or	
  2.46kgs	
  per	
  day	
   90%	
  or	
  19.80kgs	
  per	
  day	
  

Recycling	
  	
   413.02kg	
   316kg	
  

Composting	
  (food	
  scraps	
  &	
  
compostable	
  paper)	
  

212.3kg	
   2471.9kg	
  

	
  

Whole	
  School	
  Vision	
  

In	
  November,	
  I	
  worked	
  with	
  the	
  newly	
  established	
  Envirogroups	
  at	
  RAS	
  and	
  Granity	
  school	
  to	
  
develop	
  a	
  whole	
  school	
  vision	
  map.	
  This	
  map	
  is	
  a	
  broad	
  picture	
  that	
  everyone	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  
agrees	
  is	
  the	
  basis	
  for	
  creating	
  a	
  sustainable	
  school	
  environment.	
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Highlights	
  and	
  Outcomes	
  

As	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  waste	
  audits	
  conducted	
  at	
  RAS	
  and	
  Granity	
  school,	
  both	
  schools	
  have	
  action	
  
plans	
  to	
  reduce	
  their	
  waste	
  and	
  improve	
  on	
  their	
  recycling.	
  Granity	
  school	
  now	
  has	
  a	
  recycling	
  
bin	
  for	
  each	
  class	
  and	
  are	
  educating	
  their	
  students	
  and	
  staff	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  them	
  properly.	
  
After	
  finding	
  that	
  88	
  non-­‐recyclable	
  food	
  wrappers	
  were	
  produced	
  on	
  one	
  day	
  they	
  have	
  
introduced	
  a	
  healthy	
  lunch	
  box	
  award	
  to	
  encourage	
  reusable	
  containers	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  healthy	
  
food.	
  

RAS	
  were	
  shocked	
  by	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  divertible	
  waste	
  they	
  were	
  sending	
  to	
  landfill.	
  Since	
  the	
  
audit	
  they	
  started	
  paper	
  and	
  cardboard	
  recycling	
  in	
  the	
  classes	
  and	
  already	
  the	
  caretaker	
  has	
  
noted	
  less	
  recycling	
  in	
  the	
  waste	
  bins.	
  The	
  school	
  is	
  investigating	
  either	
  purchasing	
  extra	
  
wheelie	
  bins	
  or	
  entering	
  into	
  an	
  agreement	
  with	
  SMART	
  Environmental	
  Ltd.	
  

	
  
Left:	
  Granity	
  School	
  students	
  with	
  
food	
  wrappers	
  produced	
  in	
  one	
  
day	
  (44	
  students	
  present)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Below:	
  Reefton	
  Area	
  School	
  
students	
  conducting	
  a	
  waste	
  audit	
  

	
  

Comments	
  from	
  students:	
  

“I	
  was	
  surprised	
  that	
  we	
  used	
  that	
  many	
  
packages	
  each	
  day.	
  It	
  really	
  grossed	
  me	
  
out!”	
  –	
  	
  
	
  
“I’m	
  excited	
  about	
  the	
  things	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  
to	
  do	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  waste	
  in	
  our	
  
school.”	
  
	
  

Activity	
  plans	
  to	
  30th	
  June	
  2015	
   	
  

Term	
  1,	
  2015	
  	
  

• Meeting	
  with	
  the	
  staff	
  at	
  the	
  two	
  new	
  Enviroschools	
  to	
  discuss	
  how	
  to	
  plan	
  and	
  
implement	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  process	
  towards	
  becoming	
  a	
  sustainable	
  school	
  community.	
  	
  

• Assisting	
  the	
  Envirogroups	
  at	
  Westport	
  North	
  and	
  St	
  Canice’s	
  to	
  conduct	
  a	
  waste	
  
audit.	
  

Term	
  2,	
  2015	
  

• A	
  cluster	
  waste	
  workshop	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  for	
  Buller	
  Enviroschools	
  teachers	
  to	
  share	
  ideas	
  
and	
  experiences	
  for	
  minimising	
  waste	
  in	
  schools.	
  	
  

• An	
  action	
  day	
  out	
  for	
  the	
  Envirogroup	
  students	
  from	
  each	
  Enviroschool	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  
held.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  rotate	
  around	
  mini-­‐workshops	
  focused	
  on	
  waste	
  and	
  biodiversity.	
  
The	
  day	
  will	
  be	
  hands-­‐on	
  and	
  students	
  will	
  learn	
  skills	
  they	
  can	
  use	
  back	
  in	
  their	
  
school	
  &	
  community.	
  Local	
  experts	
  and	
  DOC	
  rangers	
  will	
  help	
  to	
  run	
  the	
  workshops.	
  

• Kate	
  Meads,	
  aka	
  the	
  Nappy	
  Lady,	
  has	
  put	
  a	
  proposal	
  together	
  for	
  a	
  Westport	
  
Workshop	
  during	
  Cloth	
  Nappy	
  Week	
  (please	
  see	
  attached).	
  If	
  Council	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  
proceed	
  with	
  the	
  workshop,	
  Enviroschools	
  will	
  provide	
  time	
  to	
  help	
  organise	
  the	
  
workshop.	
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Opportunities	
  –	
  an	
  active	
  network	
  of	
  Enviroschools	
  2015-­‐2025	
  

Over	
   the	
   next	
   10	
   years	
   of	
   the	
   2015-­‐2025	
   Long	
   Term	
   Plan	
   there	
   is	
   the	
   opportunity	
   to	
  
develop	
  a	
  strong	
  network	
  of	
  Enviroschools	
   in	
  Buller.	
   	
   	
   	
  The	
  district	
  has	
  10	
  schools	
  and	
  7	
  
early	
  childhood	
  education	
  centres,	
  and	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
   these	
  are	
  keen	
  to	
  be	
  part	
  of	
   the	
  
Enviroschools	
  network.	
  

Currently	
  there	
  are	
  4	
  schools	
  active	
  in	
  the	
  programme,	
  representing	
  40%	
  of	
  the	
  district’s	
  
schools.	
  As	
  yet	
  no	
  early	
  childhood	
  centres	
  are	
  involved.	
  Over	
  the	
  next	
  3-­‐5	
  years	
  the	
  aim	
  is	
  
to	
  grow	
  this	
  network	
  to	
  cover	
  50%	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  schools	
  and	
  centres	
  in	
  the	
  region.	
  	
  Financially	
  
there	
   are	
  efficiencies	
   to	
  be	
   gained	
  with	
   a	
   growing	
  network,	
   e.g.	
   establishing	
  mentoring	
  
situations	
  between	
   ‘experience’	
   and	
   ‘new’	
   Enviroschools,	
   or	
   combining	
   visits	
   to	
   schools	
  
and	
  early	
  childhood	
  centres	
  that	
  are	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  physical	
  site.	
  	
  	
  

In	
  the	
  2014/15	
  year	
  BDC	
  is	
  contributing	
  $5,000	
  to	
  the	
  costs	
  of	
  supporting	
  local	
  schools	
  to	
  
be	
  involved	
  and	
  The	
  Enviroschools	
  Foundation	
  is	
  contributing	
  $19,000,	
  for	
  a	
  total	
  budget	
  
of	
  $24,000.	
  In	
  most	
  other	
  regions	
  the	
  Foundation	
  does	
  not	
  provide	
  this	
  level	
  of	
  financial	
  
support	
  for	
  programme	
  implementation,	
  as	
  the	
  regional	
  council	
  provides	
  core	
  funding	
  for	
  
the	
  programme.	
  As	
   this	
   is	
  not	
   the	
  case	
  on	
   the	
  West	
  Coast,	
   the	
  Foundation	
  has	
  stepped	
  
into	
  this	
  role.	
  

If	
   BDC	
   was	
   able	
   to	
   commit	
   a	
   total	
   of	
   $20,000	
   spread	
   over	
   3-­‐years	
   from	
   2015/16	
   to	
  
2017/18,	
  this	
  would	
  provide	
  the	
  support	
  needed	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  strong	
  Enviroschools	
  network	
  
with	
  reach	
  in	
  the	
  wider	
  community.	
  

	
  
	
  

Page 25



Page 26



Page 27



Page 28



Page 29



Page 30



Page 31



Page 32



Page 33



Page 34



Page 35



Page 36



Page 37



Page 38



Page 39



Page 40



Page 41



Page 42



Page 43



Page 44



Page 45



Page 46



Page 47



Page 48



Page 49



Page 50



Page 51



Page 52



Page 53



Page 54



Page 55



Page 56



Page 57



Page 58



Page 59



Page 60



Page 61



Page 62



Page 63



Page 64



Page 65



Page 66



Page 67



Page 68



Page 69



Page 70



Page 71



Page 72



Page 73



Page 74



Page 75



Page 76



Page 77



Page 78



Page 79



Page 80



Page 81



Page 82



Page 83



Page 84



Page 85




