
Tab 1: ACHTERBERG Katharina

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Katharina Achterberg

Postal address 220 Willis St

City/Town Wellington

Post code 6012

Email address k.achterberg@gmx.net

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#5#5

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Friday, April 30, 2021 2:08:36 PMFriday, April 30, 2021 2:08:36 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Friday, April 30, 2021 2:14:45 PMFriday, April 30, 2021 2:14:45 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:06:0800:06:08

IP Address:IP Address:   203.109.207.115203.109.207.115

Page 1
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Tab 1: ACHTERBERG Katharina

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 2

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Taking 5 years to develop a Climate Change Strategy is an utter waste of time nobody has. If this is not done immediately, it will cost 

the community much more than the rates increase incurred by speeding the process up. I would expect the Council to start taking 

climate change as a scientifically proven risk seriously and expect this work to be done in no more than 2 years.
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Tab 3: ARLIDGE Richard

Richard Arlidge – BDC 2021-2031 LTP submission.  Page 1 

 

Submission to:  BDC – LTP 2021-2031 

 

From Richard Arlidge  

1 Hartmount Place  

Punakaiki 

03 7311 877 or 0274 510 888 

Postal: CMB 3 RD1 Rūnanga, 7873 

Email: whitecube1@gmail.com 

 

YES - I would like to be heard 

 

Climate Change Resilience and Environmental Sustainability    

Climate change resilience is a key issue for low lying coastal areas in the Buller. 

Coastal communities face an increasing burden and currently there is a mismatch 

between the scale of our adaption challenge and the resources available to address 

it.  

Suggested addition: The impact of climate change in the Buller will be sea level 

rise generating accelerated coastal erosion and inundation. The vulnerable 

sand country (south to north) is Punakaiki River & Punakaiki Resort, Punakaiki 

village; Charleston to Tauranga Bay; Kawau Point to the Mokihinui; Little 

Wanganui to Kohaihai. Future sea level rise modelling shows much of this 

land being inundated from circa 2050 onwards.  

 

The Options  

My preferred option is that Council carry out climate change work as soon as 

practical. Look at the work that Nelson CC and Tasman DC are doing on climate 

change resilience and adaptation. See also the work of the community based Nelson 

Tasman Climate Forum.  

The BDC is currently allowing people to construct dwellings on concrete foundations 

in areas that will be inundated by sea level rises in the near future. These property 

owners will have the right to demand compensation from Council (all other 

ratepayers) as the Crown and the Council are aware of the risks of sea level rise for 

some time. 

 

Wooden foundations may cost a little more but almost all of the capital outlay can be 

retained/recovered if the building can be moved to higher ground. The next question 

is - Where is the higher ground going to be?  

 

Council must ensure new infrastructure will not be impacted by sea level rise. (see 

Punakaiki Water Supply below).  
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The Natural Environment – PROTECTED BUT NEGLECTED  

The Climate Change Commission Draft Report (1 Feb) reads:  

“Priority areas for action include …. planting more native trees to provide a long-term 

carbon sink”. (Executive Summary: work must start now).  …“Native forests can 

create a long-term carbon sink while providing a range of other benefits, like 

improving biodiversity and erosion control. Incentives are needed to get more native 

trees planted”. 

“New permanent native forests absorb carbon more slowly but will continue to do 

so for centuries until they reach maturity. Because of this, we consider that carbon 

removals from new permanent native forests have a role to offset the remaining 

long-lived gas emissions in sectors with limited opportunities to reduce emissions 

from 2050. For instance, this could include offsetting nitrous oxide emissions from 

agriculture and residual industrial process emissions”. 

One third on New Zealand is in Crown ownership which is predominantly highlands 

and forested lands. The Crown conservation estate in the South Island runs from the 

Marlborough Sounds through Tasman, Buller, Grey, Westland, Fiordland and into 

Southland. These forests and wetlands are the lungs of Aotearoa sequestering 

carbon dioxide. The West Coast (Buller, Grey & Westland) is probably the only 

carbon negative area in New Zealand.  

“Carbon Negative” is described as the reduction of an entity’s carbon footprint to 

less than neutral, so that the entity (region) has a net effect of removing 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere rather than adding it. (Dr Janet Stevenson - 

University of Otago).  

If we are serious about reducing the impact of climate change we could divert the 

maximum amount of Central Government resources to be applied to eradicating the 

feral goats, deer, chamois, tahr, pigs and possums from our existing forest estate. 

Goats eat 25% or their body weight every 24 hours and feral deer eat 20% of their 

body weight daily. Possums are estimated to consume 20,000+ tonnes of vegetation 

every night - being 300g wet weight x 70 million possums. (www.Landcare/Maanaki 

Whenua).  

The health of our forests has not been maintained and much of the Buller is 

protected but neglected. To date the Crown has been a negligent owner and 

manager of the lands in its care. Feral goats now occupy about 14% of New Zealand 

- about half of this on public conservation land. The total population size is unknown 

but is estimated to be several hundred thousand. 

(https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests). 

The Defence Forces currently uses the Crown estate in goodie verses baddie type 

exercises. Instead the troops should be hunting goats, deer and pigs during the day 

and possums by night and trapping rats and stoats.  What will the Defence Force 

have to defend if we allow sea levels to continue to rise?       

12



Tab 3: ARLIDGE Richard
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If we do not make immediate and widespread efforts to eradicate these pest species 

then planting more trees will not lead to the increase in the amount of sequestration 

envisaged.  

 

The slogan must be – Plant More Trees - The Goats/Deer/Possums are Hungry.   

 

Stewardship Land  

The debate around Stewardship Land will get even more complicated if those areas 

in regenerating native forests are retained by the Crown for carbon sinks.  

 

If our recent experience of the Crown response when we requested a concession on 

a small area of stewardship land for a community facility at Dolomite Point is an 

example of how the debate will pan out then wider community ambitions may be 

thwarted.     

 

Punakaiki Water Rates - Profits to Westport  

The LTP shows annual water supply charges for Punakaiki increasing dramatically 

from the 2024-25 year. This may be due to an assumption that the Punakaiki River 

water supply will come on stream and be considerably more expensive to run. The 

proposed intake site does not take into account the effect of rising sea levels.  

 

The Punakaiki water supply is maintained by Westreef and appears to be a cost plus 

contract. A Punakaiki based person could maintain the system at a much lower cost 

as there would be far less travel and time involved. This was the case a decade ago.   

 

Westreef is owned by Buller Holdings Ltd which in turn supports the Pulse Energy 

Recreation Area.  

 

The Punakaiki Recreation Reserve is now the Punakaiki Beach Camp and revenue 

from this enterprise goes to the Buller District Council.  

 

Punakaiki residents have a community of interest that is not focused on Westport. 

The supply lines of power, phone, medical and emergency services are all delivered 

from Greymouth based entities. As the residents of Punakaiki rarely use the 

community facilities we pay for based in Westport or Reefton the BDC.   

 

END 
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Tab 4: ASHWORTH Dale

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Dale Ashworth

Postal address 4/133 Powerhouse Road

City/Town Westport

Post code 7891

Email address dale@thewritewords.co.nz

Phone number 0272236900

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#17#17

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 8:47:19 AMTuesday, May 18, 2021 8:47:19 AM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:10:48 AMTuesday, May 18, 2021 11:10:48 AM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   02:23:2902:23:29

IP Address:IP Address:   203.86.205.7203.86.205.7

Page 1
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Tab 4: ASHWORTH Dale

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Buller is so full of natural resources and beauty that it would be great to continue to ensure these resources are foremost available to 

residents to utilise and develop and protected for future generations. While outside investment does assist the community short term, I 

believe the community is more than capable of developing and providing for itself in most respects. I am so happy to see Climate 

Change planning in action. Once this strategy is in place I believe it will influence future decisions in every area of the community. 

Thanks for listening. :)
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Tab 5: ASHWORTH Dale - Youth Voice Kawatiri

SUBMISSION FORM
Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan

Name

Organisation

Postal Address

Town Post code

Phone

Email

Presenting your submission in person

I  wish to speak to my submission I do not wish to speak to my submission

Have 
your 
say!

Information Management (see page 5 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 -  A full approach to information management implementation including digitising all paper data and records

Option 2 - Implement a partial information management system and not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer neither option

Additional feedback

Climate Change (see page 6 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 - A staged approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

Option 2 - Immediately develop a strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer neither option

Additional feedback

Westport Port and Kawatiri Dredge (see page 7 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 - Ring-fence the port

Option 2 - Operate as a Council cost centre

Option 3 - Consider special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri Dredge

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer Option 3 
  I do not prefer any of

these options

Additional feedback

Shaping
our district

Council is considering options for the following three major items in it’s draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan.  Please 
read the corresponding Consultation Document for further information and provide your views.  More information is 
available on Council’s website www.bullerdc.govt.nz.

Please take the time to have your say and help ‘Shape our District’ by reading the draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan’s 
Consultation Document and providing feedback to the three things we are consulting on.  We also encourage feedback 
on other items relating to the LTP - see over.                                                                                 www.bullerdc.govt.nz

Dale Ashworth on behalf of Youth Voice Kawatiri committee

Youth Voice Kawatiri - currently under the 'umbrella' of Sport Tasman

PO Box 13

Westport

0272236900

dale.a@sporttasman.org.nz








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Tab 5: ASHWORTH Dale - Youth Voice Kawatiri

Shaping
our district

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider it its Long Term Plan?

Consultation closes 18 May

www.bullerdc.govt.nz

LTP@bdc.govt.nz

or complete your submission online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/21-31-LTP

Privacy Statement:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 2002, all submissions (including 

your name and contact details) will be made available online as part of the LTP decision-making 

process.  Please refer to www.bullerdc.govt.nz/privacy or contact Council for a copy of Council’s 

Privacy Statement.

Thank you for the opportunity to have our say. We have attached to this our 

four page written submission and supporting survey document. 
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1 | P a g e  

 

                                                             

TO: Buller District Council 

FM: Kawatiri Youth Voice 

RE:   Long term plan  

 

12 May 2021  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PURPOSE:    

The purpose of this paper is to:  

Firstly, support councils Long Term Plan, especially  

 The Community Outcomes 

 Option 2 of the Climate Change approach (as long-term solutions to climate and environment is 

important to rangatahi and immediate action is required) 

 Ongoing work in the District Revitalisation (as this impacts rangatahi and we see the Kawatiri 

Youth Voice an important piece of the puzzle with invigorating and connecting communities) 

 

Secondly, to secure the place and importance of the Kawatiri Youth Voice, in our region, for the next 10 

years. 

 

The importance of Kawatiri Youth Voice is to ensure that the voice of the rangatahi (and the future 

employees, voters, and rate payers) is heard in our region, that they are consulted on decisions that will 

affect their future outcomes and where appropriate initiatives directly impacting rangatahi are co-

designed with them in a fully inclusive manner. 

 

This funding request represents a $19.5k investment annually over a 10 year period by Buller District 

Council, to support the appointment of an ongoing Kawatiri Voice Youth Coordinator who supports the 

Kawatiri Youth Council with admin, funding, insight gathering techniques, community engagement and 

connections, event, and future planning support. This will secure the role and give it sustainability in to 

the future. 

 

This financial contribution will assist the Kawatiri Youth Voice, and its supporting organisations (Buller 

Reap, Sport Tasman, West Coast Home Builders and BDC) to secure additional leverage funding through 

sponsorship, partnerships and external funding. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The Kawatiri Youth voice has been in place for the last 20 months, supported by four community 

organisations - Buller Reap, Sport Tasman, West Coast Home Builders and BDC.  We now call these parties 

the ‘Advisory Group’. In the last 12 months we have focussed on letting the rangatahi take the lead by 

listening and understanding the voice of rangatahi in the Buller region through surveys, so we can utilise 

these insights to create traction in the community via community events, gathering ongoing insights and 

providing opportunities to the rangatahi to connect with the culture and environment. 

 

 

ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL 

Like the council wanting community input and buy in, the Kawatiri Youth Voice want to listen to the youth 

of our community and be the voice on key decisions that directly affect or impact us. 
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As a group we won't just talk to them, lecture them on how to live or decide what's best for their future. 

We want them to talk to us, tell us how they'd like to live and what they feel is best for their future. 

Our approach is “By rangatahi for rangatahi.” 

 

The Advisory Group’s Vision is: To engage youth for a positive future. 

 

Our strategy is below and either through our annual planning or via insights gained from the rangatahi 

we have alignment and/or interest in supporting the following BDC Community outcomes; 

 

 

 

 

However, more importantly, the Youth Voice group themselves have also come up with their own 

Purpose, Vision, Values and main objectives: 

 

Our Purpose: 

To be a sustainable group of youth that provides a voice for rangatahi in Buller, shares ideas which 

enact change and create events that support our community. 

 

Our Vision:  

To be an independent, diverse, collective voice, that strives to improve wellbeing and protect the 

futures of Buller youth. 

 

Values: 

Passionate 

Accountable 

Progressive 

Inclusive 

Supportive 

 

Our main objectives are as follows: 

 Advocate, support and strive for a stronger voice for young people. 

 Engage and promote the ideas of active collaboration and participation in order to encourage 

young people to contribute to their communities. 
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 Create a space and a positive environment for young people to be encouraged to speak, be 

connected, be empowered and be involved with issues affecting them. 

 Foster networks and build relationships with decision makers in order to influence change for 

young people. 

 

USING INSIGHTS & LOCALLY LEAD APPROACH  

The way we have structured the Kawatiri Youth Voice is to be seen as a contributor to the overall 

wellbeing of all rangatahi in the Buller region.  Through the Locally Led Approach and ongoing insights we 

have undertaken the below in Westport, Reefton and Karamea over the last 12 months. 

 Organised a total of 4 x youth focused community events 

 Supported a total of 9 x community events 

o Of the above 8 x community events had a cultural or environment focus 

o We played a major part in Youth Week 

o We supported Neighbours days organised by Council 

 Organised and facilitated 3 x youth surveys 

 Engaged with 9 x schools across Buller 

 Partnered with 7 X community organisations 

 Employed 1 person as of Jan 2021 

 Had growth in rangatahi wanting to be a part of Kawatiri Youth Voice due to increased profile and 

recruitment. 

 

 

CONSIDERATIONS:  

We acknowledge that in this current climate any investment is significant, so we have attempted to 

outline the key factors that need to be considered. 

 

If we proceed: 

 Confidence that Kawatiri Youth Voice aligns with Rangatahi in our Community.  

 Confidence that we will continue to employ a part time Kawatiri Youth Voice Coordinator year round 

(0.5 FTE) 

 Confidence we will continue to advocate and support community events that not only encourage 

community participation but put a larger emphasis on the wellbeing of our rangatahi. 

 Confidence that we will continue to gain insights from the rangatahi in our region, consulting with 

them on what is important to them and what they would like to see in the future. 

 Confidence that additional funding will be achieved to support Kawatiri Youth Voice activity. 

 Confidence we will be in a position to co-design on projects with community organisations and 

councils that we believe are important to the rangatahi. 

 Confidence that Kawatiri Youth Voice experiences will be designed for rangatahi by rangatahi. 

 Greater rangatahi and community buy-in around the importance and benefits of understanding the 

voice of the youth leading to a higher level of influence and advocacy. 

 Increased community collaboration and connection opportunities as identified through the Locally 

Lead approach. 

 

 

If we do not proceed: 

 Loss of the Kawatiri Youth Voice Coordinator leading to less support for the rangatahi to gather 

insights, run events and to collaborate with a community. 

 The level of influence or advocacy by rangatahi for rangatahi will be lower in the community as we 

are not seen as key players due to the capacity. 
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 Less wellbeing opportunities provided to rangatahi. 

 Less events and activities available for our rangatahi. 

 Missed opportunities to connect local providers and community organisations that surround the 

rangatahi needs, desires or long-term goals.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Buller District Council provide annual funding of $19,500 over the next 10 years to support the 

Kawatiri Youth Voice employing a coordinator. This is calculated as $25 x 15 hours.  

Note: The ‘umbrella’ organisation that employs the coordinator is decided by the Advisory Group, guided 

by an MoU, and is reviewed annually. 

 

FURTHER SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: 

Please find attached the latest of our youth surveys. 
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On Friday 18
th

 December 2020, we held a youth event ‘Kura Out’ at the NUKU gardens behind the Salvation Army 

shop. We had various activities on offer, along with food and music. Plus we also took the survey to the Buller 

Marathon and Children’s Day. 

We have had 154 rangatahi fill out surveys regarding the possibility of a youth hub in Kawatiri. Note: Those small 

number that said ‘no’ to wanting a hub directly correlated with those that didn’t enjoy natural world and didn’t want 

to know about Maori culture. These are the results: 

97%

3%

Would you like to see a youth hub in Kawatiri?

yes

no

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

never 1x month 2x month once a week 1-3x a week more than 3x

per week

How often would you visit a youth hub in 

Kawatiri?
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‘Other’ options included: boxing, exercise, cooking classes, bubble soccer, large board games and opportunities for 

youth. 

 

96%

2%2%

Do you enjoy connecting to the natural world?

yes

no

no answer

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

music food art relaxation

area

dance seminars activities health

advice

mara kai

What would you like at your youth hub?
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0
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How much do you feel you understand about the Maori 

culture?
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How much would you like to understand Maori culture?
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Tab 6: BARNES David

David Barnes 

40 McKenna Road 

Westport 

davidbarnes@xtra.conz 

021 159 159 3 

SUBMISSION on the Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan 

I am very concerned Council agreed to allow the Draft LTP to go out to consultation with a qualified audit report 

regarding assumptions made attached to it. Ratepayers should have had the opportunity to fully understand the 

implications of the audit report before any decisions on whether or not to send out the LTP for consultation were 

made.   

 

My first comment on the DLTP is that the plan will only be adequate if it actually recommends deliverable and 

pragmatic solutions whilst keeping ratepayers at the forefront of decision-making. The core issue from my perspective 

comes down to council processes. In the business world, you adjust expenses to meet your expected income. A 

responsible and viable business does not commit to spending it cannot afford or has questionable  income prospects. 

 

The simple fact is, that BDC rates are ever increasing, yet service delivery is not improving at the same rate. Two 

reason for that  are many unquestioned “Nice to have” projects along with sweeping Government requirements on 

Council placing costs which ultimately are beyond the ratepayers ability to pay. Local Government Minister Nanaia 

Mahuta’s call to review local government is welcomed and probably overdue. It’s overdue because of the simple 

fact above whilst infrastructure in many areas is woeful and creaking if not failing. 

Council place too much reliance on advice from consultants who have a first concern to ensure their position is 

safeguarded and only then will the document be offered. Many such 'qualified' opinions are often based on 

theoretical considerations rather than dealing with things sensibly and realistically based on long term practical 

experience. 

Reading through Westport Port and the Kawatiri Dredge chapter exposes much of the above. Sound strategy is 

lacking showing little understanding of the physics of Westport Harbour, the Buller River and Littoral Drift. 

 

Of course, Kawatiri  requires a strategic approach to stem operational losses with no eye to the future ... it always has. 

But the last 6 years have been full of politically motivated interference leading to ill-informed retrenchment, the 

dissipation of real experience and resources with consequent neglect. 

 

In turn the resulting return-to-service required a complete reset, leading to continual unnecessary but essential 

expense. I have to say that the particular job of returning 'Kawatri' to service by the then Port Manager and 

Dredgemaster was exceptionally well done. The essential expertise at the heart of the dredging operation then left 

leaving an uphill task to retain an operational vessel. The expertise of the long term Dredgemaster, who I had to seek 

from South Africa in1996 due to the total lack of experience to be found in NZ was eagerly snapped up by the 

opposition and is now beginning to bite Councillors on the backside. The lack of support and understanding by 

Council has led to the situation we have today. 

 

In the 10 years I was Harbourmaster/Port Manager I attended every monthly Harbour Committee meeting and I have 

to say that that form of Governance was effective. There was a two way flow of information which led to the Council 

Table dealing with things sensibly and realistically in a way that was based on practical, factual information rather 

than theoretical, grasping considerations. 
 

That Harbour Committee format should be promptly reformed and adopted before any of the 3 ill conceived and 

potentially expensive proposals in the LTP are even considered. 

 

The question of 'Vested Interests' has to be raised in that most of the Kawatiri report and subsequent Port Plans are 

heavily involved in support of, and to the advantage to, a proposed Commercial interest utilising money designated 

by the PGF for all Port Development. 

 

There is a definite lack of understanding of the harbour dredging on the various berths and Bar to enable sustainable 

future growth which do not warrant the proposed, expensive and unnecessary projects on the Kawatiri to be 

undertaken. I warn Councillors to be extremely cautious in making those decisions. The statement that “Initially it is 

expected the Port and Dredge Kawatiri will make a loss and it will take four years until this loss is recovered and the 

Port is profitable” should ring the alarm bells loud and clear. 
 

Fishing relies on 'West Coast Fishing' companies which provide jobs which are most welcome to the Town but 

revenues to both the Port and those workers involved will never be a significant source of income. Long overdue Port 

Facilities for the industry are much needed and warranted which will hopefully encourage more trade. 

 

Information Management 
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Tab 6: BARNES David

Option 2 – Limiting Digitising to essential requirements rather than going to far back to historical matters which are not  

of urgent search requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

I cannot comfortably sit alongside the statement in the consultation document that “Maintaining the status quo, with 

no specific resources or plan to address this challenge, is not considered to be an option given the changed 

legislative environment we are now operating in.” 

 

Like it or not Westport is situated on a “Delta Flood Plain” developed by the Buller River and exposed to the ravages 

of the Coastal elements and Tasman Sea. It has been so for thousands of years not just the last 50 on which most of 

todays emotionally charged rhetoric is based. 

 

Westport itself has existed for nearly 200 years since the early 1830's, gradually developing as people have settled into 

the town we have today. Through that period of time it has survived Earthquakes and inundations of greater or lesser 

magnitudes, described by the media of the day more or less accurately but constrained within the means of 

dissemination. Today,  we have instant, international access to any and everything by everybody which is 

consequentially greatly and emotionally distorted to suit the situation and personal opinions. 

 

My career at sea has taken me all over the planet, I have visited 216 different ports of the world - many several times. 

In those travels I have experienced the vastly different conditions - geological, meteorological and those influenced 

by Man. It is those latter ones that I can see have been most ineffective and Westport falls into that category. The 

continual efforts to dredge and make the port fit the ships (and not the other way round) by the various Councils over 

the years is proof. The wonderful 'Tipheads' are a legacy which will stand as testimony in years to come to our 

particular local inability to combat and make the forces of nature do as we need.  What makes this Council think it 

can do any better or has the means to succeed in future proofing the town against the forces of nature without 

bankrupting us. 

 

Climate Change and Global Warming has and will continue to evolve over time ...it is not as instant or dramatic as 

many have said and its effects cannot be successfully mitigated longterm by planning such as proposed by the 

Climate Change Commission and no doubt followed by Buller District Council. 

 

The Draft LTP does not have my backing to insidiously increase my rates to expend on such politically inspired 

projects. 
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Tab 7: BARRY Shayne

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Shayne Barry

Postal address 13 Cook Street

City/Town Westport

Post code 7825

Email address shaynebarry80@gmail.com

Phone number +64226944592

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 1

#16#16

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 8:25:56 AMTuesday, May 18, 2021 8:25:56 AM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 8:32:21 AMTuesday, May 18, 2021 8:32:21 AM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:06:2400:06:24

IP Address:IP Address:   203.118.130.176203.118.130.176

Page 1
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Tab 7: BARRY Shayne

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

I would like to support the Carters Beach Reserve Sub Committee's application for money from the Reserves fund to enhance the hall, 

toilets and Reserve. Part of this funding could come from the District revitalization fund. I would like to speak to this part of my 

submission with Cody Frewin (Secretary Carters Beach Reserve Sub Committee Secretary)
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Tab 8: BERSEMANN Elaine
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Tab 9: BERTHOLD Jennifer
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Tab 10: BERTHOLD Trevor
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Tab 11: BICKNELL Penny - Pounamu Pathway

 

 

 

27
th

 April 2021 

 

Attention:  Rachel Townrow 

       Group Manager, Community Services 

By email:  Rachel.Townrow@bdc.govt.nz  

 

Kia ora Rachel, 

Re:  Coaltown – Te Ara Pounamu Funding 

Te Ara Pounamu Ltd currently has a Memorandum of Understanding with Buller District Council to 

direct funding from Coaltown Museum to the Pounamu Pathway project for the first three years of 

operation commencing on 1 July 2021 at $150k p.a. 

Due to unavoidable delays on the project, the Company will not be in a position to take over the 

premises on 1 July and would request that we push the funding out for an additional year.  

Consequently, we request that the funding be included into Year 4 of the Long Term Plan. 

We are unable to give you a date of when we will be in a position to take over the premises, we are 

still hopeful that this will be later this calendar year, in which case we would see the commencement 

date of the 3 years of funding from the date on which we take over the building. 

Ngā mihi 

 

 

Penny Bicknell 

CEO 

Te Ara Pounamu Ltd 

ceo@tearapounamu.org.nz  

 

 

cc. Sharon Mason, CEO Buller District Council 

       Francois Tumahai, Chairman Te Runanga o Ngati Waewae 
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Tab 12: BILLINGS Christine
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Tab 13: BIRD Maegan

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Maegan Bird

Postal address 2/67 Lighthouse Road, Cape Foulwind

City/Town Westport

Post code 7892

Email address maegan_bird@hotmail.com

Phone number 0221284420

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#8#8

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Monday, May 10, 2021 2:47:47 PMMonday, May 10, 2021 2:47:47 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Monday, May 10, 2021 2:53:17 PMMonday, May 10, 2021 2:53:17 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:05:2900:05:29

IP Address:IP Address:   125.236.212.254125.236.212.254

Page 1
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Tab 13: BIRD Maegan

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I do not prefer any of these options

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

I would like the council to consider Rangitahi/Youth in their long term plan. Young people need a safe space to hangout, develop their 

interests, connect with their support people, and spend time. I believe this idea needs council backing to prevent young people from 

just 'hanging out on the streets' and create a space they feel attached to.
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Tab 14: BLAIR Warwick and Pam
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Tab 15: BLINCOE Michael
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Tab 16: BOUGEN John - Inangahua Community Board

38



Tab 16: BOUGEN John - Inangahua Community Board
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Tab 16: BOUGEN John - Inangahua Community Board
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Tab 16: BOUGEN John - Inangahua Community Board
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Tab 17: BUCKLEY Kevin
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 4

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Sarah Campagnolo

Company/Organisation (if applicable) PGF Services

Postal address The Loft, Eastgate Mall

City/Town Christchurch

Post code 8062

Email address sarah.campagnolo@gmail.com

Phone number 0220716360

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 1

#18#18

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 12:03:33 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 12:03:33 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 12:13:22 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 12:13:22 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:09:4800:09:48

IP Address:IP Address:   163.47.230.243163.47.230.243

Page 1
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 4

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

3 / 4

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

PGF Services Submission to the Buller Plan 

The PGF Services (PGF) is the largest single treatment provider for problem gambling in Australasia with locations throughout New 

Zealand. 

Qualified counsellors provide free, professional and confidential counselling for gamblers and others affected by gambling, and a 

dedicated public health team focus on problem gambling issues in the community using a public health approach. 

PGF believes: 

Vulnerable individuals, families and communities should be protected and supported. Social justice is at the heart of PGF’s objectives. 

A just society is one where benefits and opportunities are equally accessible and equally shared and where all communities have the 

same opportunity and the same rights.

PGF’s vision for Aotearoa New Zealand is: Families and communities are healthy and resilient in a just society. 

PGF’s mission is: Enhancing the mana of individuals, families and communities: to be free from gambling harm.

Community Outcomes – Social, Prosperity and Culture

Gambling harm impacts many parts of society and impacts on Community Outcomes that the Buller Council is prioritising. The 

attached White Paper discusses the impact that Class 4 gambling has on communities, especially communities vulnerable to job 

losses and poverty. Having a prosperous, well-connected community, that Buller is aiming for, needs to have a pragmatic approach to 

gambling harm and the pokies. Buller District’s Class 4 review is due at the end of 2021, and we encourage the Buller Council to 

consider a strong approach to gambling harm reduction as part of the Long Term Plan Community Outcomes. 

We currently have a counsellor doing monthly clinic based at Poutini Waiora in Westport. While she is still building the clinic (people 

experiencing gambling harm are very reluctant to seek help, often even more than other mental health or addictions), she speaks to at 

least 20 (different) people each trip who have experienced gambling harm. She is in contact with Probation services, other NGOs, and 

community organisations that all comment on the prevalence of gambling harm in the Buller District.

The Future of Harmful Gambling in Buller

A sustainable approach

Currently Buller is losing $2.2 million a year to pokies (or $6,000 a day). PGF recommends a consistent framework across all local 

community boards and local councils that will prioritise harm minimisation, reduce disparity in high deprivation areas, prioritise the 

needs and aspirations of Māori and whānau and encourage the reduction of pokie machines.  

Ensuring a sustainable reduction in harm would require the Council to provide the framework and monitor its application. Regarding 

gambling policy, Buller Council should operate a true sinking lid on pokie machines and TAB venues.

True sinking lid

A sinking lid means a district-wide ban on any additional class 4 gambling venues or machines so this reduces the number of venues 

over time and would not affect existing venues or current community funding in the short term. This reduces the harm caused by 

gambling, including the social and economic harm caused in areas of high deprivation. 

A ‘true’ sinking lid policy would not allow any relocations of pokie machines or venue mergers. Hamilton City Council introduced a ‘true’ 

sinking lid policy for pokies which PGF strongly endorses and encourages other councils to adopt.   A true sinking lid is nation-leading 

and would demonstrate the Council’s commitment to improving health and wellbeing for all Buller residents by reducing harm and 

disparities in opportunities. 

A ban on any new venues and machines is preferable to a cap

A ban on any new venues and machines is preferable to a cap. It is possible that a cap on machine numbers or venues may result in a

greater number of licensed venues and machines being located in poorer communities (i.e. venues shift from more prosperous 

localities, suburbs and town centres). This would ensure the Draft Plan would benefit all Buller residents. 

Community funding

PGF recommends sustainable community funding. Buller Council could consider a policy that reduces the reliance on funding from 

pokies ensuring that CCOs and Local Boards do not receive funding from pokie trusts for community projects. This would ensure that 

organisations look at alternative funding options that prioritises harm minimisation, and reduction of disparity in high deprivation areas.
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

4 / 4

Please read the attached ‘White Paper’, created by PGF Group, Salvation Army Oasis and Hāpai Te Hauora, to bring about a 

discussion on how we can move past funding that relies on the harm of our vulnerable members of society. 

Community empowerment 

While PGF does not support the Class 4 community funding model, community empowerment could ensure a fairer and more equitable 

distribution of funding derived from gambling. Currently, for every $115 that is lost on a pokie machine in a community ($100 plus 

GST), only $40 will go back to the community and it’s not necessarily from the community it came from. In 2019 in Buller District, the 

number was 36% (see attached information sheet). More money leaves communities than is returned to them in the form of grants.  

There is also concern that some Trusts and some TLA Councillors have vested interests in some venues. 

Buller Council could work in with the current mental health and addictions sector to de-stigmatise harmful gambling and address co-

existing problems. Individuals and affected others are inhibited from seeking help because of the stigma associated with harmful 

gambling and the lack of understanding in the mental health and justice sector of the associations between family violence, mental 

health and gambling. 

Conclusion

Gambling harm is a contributing factor to the poverty and joblessness that affect Buller. PGF recommends that the Draft Plan include 

directions and focus areas that enable sustainable harm reduction in all Buller communities so that harmful gambling can be reduced. 

PGF recommends a Buller-wide framework for harm reduction, tangible investment in high need areas and a community empowerment 

approach.
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

POKIES BY NUMBERS

Buller District

$2.2million
Total $ lost on Class 4 pokies 2019  

- thats more than  
$6,000 every day!

PGF Group provides free and confidential counselling and support services

For more information visit: pgf.nz/tla

0800 862 342
www.asianfamilyservices.nz

0800 212 122
www.mapumaia.nz

0800 664 262
www.pgf.nz

adults in NZ use 
pokies at least  
once a week

OF ALL

1.3%72
Total # machines 

2019

of adults in NZ  
are moderate  

to severe 
risk gamblers

Class 4 pokie losses come 
from those moderate to  

severe risk gamblers

30%1.8%

1.2%

AT RISK  
GAMBLER

0.9%

AT RISK  
GAMBLER

8.6%

AT RISK  
GAMBLER

7.6%

AT RISK  
GAMBLER

Buller’s ethnic group population vs national moderate to severe risk gamblers

AsianEuropean/Other Māori Pacific

0 change from 
2018 Very  

Low
Medium  

Low
Medium Medium 

High
High

0 change from 
2018

8
Total # venues 

2019

returned as grants to the  
Buller community.

Pokie trusts operate pokie machines in pubs, clubs and TABs. The societies, their machines  
and the pubs, clubs and TABs that operate them make up the Class 4 gambling sector.

$62,779  
Up from 2018

2

6

000

91.8%

1
1
.2

%

1
.4

%

7
.4

%

2019 Venues by  
Deprivation

Council gambling policies should prioritise the needs of Māori, Pacific and Asian Peoples because these  
populations experience twice the rate of moderate and severe gambling harm than the general population.

$813 

thousand

This figure includes grants made directly to Buller District only, and  
does not include grants that might have been shared with more than 
one Territorial Local Authority (TLA) or distributed by a national body.
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Ending community sector 
dependence on pokie funding

White Paper

Updated Friday 17 July 2020
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

ABOUT THIS PAPER

PGF Group, Hāpai Te Hauora and the 

Salvation Army have long been concerned at 

the reliance many community groups have 

on grants from pokie trusts or societies to 

underpin their operations.

Many of these groups share our concerns 

because of the ethical dilemma it poses for 

them. The services that these organisations 

provide are largely essential to many people 

and they deserve to have certainty and 

sustainability in their funding providers. The 

current system of funding from pokies does 

not provide that surety, relying on a small 

group of people in our poorer communities 

putting money into the machines.

A number of important community social 

services and sporting groups rely on 

community funding and know that in doing 

so the money is often coming from the very 

whānau and communities they are trying to 

support into wellbeing.

The COVID-19 Level 4 lockdown and the 

consequent closure of hospitality businesses 

has starkly highlighted the dependency of 

community organisations on grants from 

pokie machine losses in the Class 4 gambling 

sector. 

There is no better time to look at reforming 

this system for funding community services 

to give more direction and certainty in a 

whole of community approach.

At this time, the system needs to be 

substantially supported. We believe there 

should be a publicly funded continuation of 

grant distribution for a year from the time of 

the beginning of the alert level 4 lockdown 

and there are a number of ways this could 

be done.

Image source: ruapehudc.govt.nz
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03

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

• From losses of $939 million in pokie 
machines in pubs, clubs and TABs in 2019, 
a total of $241 million was paid out in 
grants to community and sports groups

Community $120,812,075

Sports $120,444,774

Total $241,256,849

• Four of those groups received $1 million 
in one year. The top recipients in the 
calendar year 2019 are listed in the table 
below.

Community

Supreme Sikh Council 
of New Zealand

$4,241,691

New Zealand Flying 
Doctor Trust

$2,513,000

Canterbury West 
Coast Air Rescue Trust

$1,952,267

Bruce Pulman Park 
Trust 2018

$1,947,789

Sports

Auckland Rugby 
Union Inc.

$1,520,000

Waikato Rugby Union $897,427

NZ Metropolitan 
Trotting Club

$747,677

Bay of Plenty Rugby 
Union

$707,914

Auckland City FC $639,213

• Problem gamblers contribute between 
30% - 60% of the amount paid out in 
community grants meaning that problem 
gamblers either lose the amount equal 
to grants or considerably more: $282m, 
$376m or $563m.

• Grants in 2019 totalled $289 million.

• Fifty percent of the 15,476 machines 
(7,700) are in the most deprived 
communities (decile 8-10 on the Ministry 
of Health measurement of deprivation).

• It is estimated that community 
groups and services would need 
up to approximately $60 million to 
continue uninterrupted services to their 
communities and the wider public, for six 
months.  

• It is estimated that sports groups would 
need about $60 million to continue 
uninterrupted services to their respective 
disciplines for six months.

• However, government may want to review 
the larger Unions’ needs in relation to 
measures they are taking themselves to 
manage the impact of COVID-19 level 4 
and beyond.

• If pokie machine losses were replaced 
with a government grants programme, 
four things would be achieved:

• Community and sports funding would 
be secured so services can continue to 
be delivered where they are needed.

• Losses from the most deprived 
communities would stop being 
diverted to national public 
programmes and national sports 
interests.

• Transparency about who gets what 
money and what it is used for would 
be provided.

• Time would be provided to review 
the whole programme and manage 
the reintroduction of pokie machines 
in ways that did not exacerbate 
gambling harm and is manageable as 
the COVID-19 levels of lockdown are 
worked through.
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Tab 18: CAMPAGNOLO Sarah - PGF Group

THE POKIE SYSTEM

Trusts and Societies were created to collect 
gambling proceeds and distribute grants. 
Together with clubs they make up the Class 4 
gambling sector.

There are currently 34 Trusts and Societies 
holding licenses for the 15,470 Class 4 pokie 
machines. It should be noted that this 
excludes the 3078 pokies in casinos and 
casinos are sited as the largest contributor 
to problem gambling for the Asian 
community. A Trust or Society may be based 
in one location but will have their machines 
in venues across New Zealand.

In the 2019 calendar year, Class 4 Trusts 
and Societies had a surplus of $124 million1 
to run their operations which largely incur 
processing, management and machine 
replacement and maintenance costs.

There are 205 clubs with 2,702 machines 
reported in Department of Internal Affairs 
(DIA) gambling statistics who retain all 
gambling proceeds for the purposes of the 
club.

At Territorial Local Authority (TLA) gambling 
policy reviews, the Class 4 sector are well 
heard and often with legal representation. 
They are also supported by groups who 
receive funding in the form of grants. The 
voice heard the least is that of the problem 
gambler and their family and community.

There is also significant risk of self-
interest and inequity in the system when 
the Boards of the Trusts and Societies are 
self-appointed and only accountable to 
themselves when deciding which groups do 
and do not receive the proceeds of pokie 
losses.

1     Calculated using 40% of ex GST losses for the grants 

distributed and 16% of the ex GST losses for the venue 

payment
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05

WHERE IS THE MONEY 

COMING FROM?

In the 2019 calendar year, $939 million (GST 
inc.) was lost in pokie machines in pubs, 
clubs and TABs (Class 4 gambling).

Only 1.3% of New Zealanders regularly use 
pub pokie machines1, and 50% of the 15,476 
machines (7,700) are in the most deprived 
communities (decile 8-10 on the Ministry of 
Health measurement of deprivation). It is 
therefore reasonable to conclude that the 
majority of the money being paid out by 
Trusts and Societies to community groups is 
coming from the poorest New Zealanders.

There are a range of estimates on how much 
of pokie machine expenditure comes from 
problem gamblers, outlined in the table at 
Appendix 1. The rate of losses from problem 
gamblers is at best equal, but most likely 
exceeds the amount paid out in community 
grants that go back to the families and 
communities who lost the $939 million in 
2019.

At whatever percentage, it is evident that 
community grants come from a small 
number of people who cannot afford this 
level of losses and even less so now with the 
impacts of COVID-19.

We think there should be a publicly funded 
continuation of the Class 4 system payments 
for a year from the time of the beginning 
of the level 4 lockdown. This could be done 
in a number of ways, but services should 
get a roll-over to take them through this 
transition.

In doing so, groups can continue to 
support communities of interest or specific 
communities and provide wider population 
needs where for some time, there will likely 
be more not less demand.

The DIA estimate that 30% of Electronic 
Gaming Machine (EGM) expenditure is from 
problem and moderate risk-gamblers (2016). 
This is based on self-reported expenditure 
from National Gambling Study (NGS) 
participants. Self-reported EGM (pokie) 
gambling expenditure has historically been 
shown to be inaccurate.

Published sections of the NGS have already 
warned that self-reported expenditure does 
not often correspond to actual expenditure, 
especially for EGM gamblers2. The NGS 
self-reported EGM expenditure estimates 
for Class 4 gambling were $296m in 2012, 
$193m in 2013, and $157m in 2014; the actual 
expenditure recorded by the DIA was $854m, 
$826m, and $808m, respectively3. Similarly, 
an Australian study found respondents in 
the ACT reported an expenditure that was 
45% of their actual spend4.

A NZ study relating time and money spent 
gambling with quality of life measurements 
noted that their use of self-reported 
expenditure data likely underestimated 
losses, and their results would have been 
stronger if they had an objective way to 
measure expenditure5. Whatever estimate is 
applied, it is problem gamblers who support 
the community funding scheme and many 
of the recipients perform necessary and 
valuable services to the community and the 
public of New Zealand.

1   Health Promotion Agency (HPA) 2018. Kupe 2016: Health 
and Lifestyles Survey [data file]. Retrieved from http://kupe.
hpa.org.nz/
2   Abbott, Bellringer, Garrett, & Mundy-McPherson, 2014, 
pp. 140–141; Bellringer, Garrett, Kolandai-Matchett, & Abbott, 
2015
3   Bellringer et al., 2015, p. 72
4   Australian Institute for Gambling Research, 2001
5   Lin et al., 2010
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THE FUNDING MODEL

The money lost on pokie machines is called 
Gross Machine Proceeds (GMP). GMP is the 
amount wagered, less the amount paid back 
as prizes. The money collected is applied in 
a complex model before it can be distributed 
in grants.

Venue Payments A Trust can pay up to 1.28% 
of the venue’s turnover that week to a venue 
as commission, meaning higher earning 
venues can be paid proportionately more.

Prior to 2016, venues were paid on a fixed 
rate. Payments to all venues across the 
financial year must still not exceed 16% of 
losses for that year.

Problem gambling levy The levy is 0.78% of 
GMP and funds treatment services, public 
health and research.

Trust Operating Costs These must be 
kept as low as possible and only used for 
“reasonable” costs. The true proportion will 
be unique to each Trust based on their grant 
contributions etc. but estimated at 20%.

Regulator fees Fees are 3% and are paid to 
the Department of Internal Affairs.

Gaming duty Duty is 20% (GST inclusive, paid 
to the Crown): Section 12C of the Gaming 
Duties Act 1971.

Community grants Grants must be 40% of 
GMP but Trusts can pay more.

The table at Appendix 2 details the source of 
GMP and the amount distributed in grants 
for the year ended December 2019. The 
Department of Internal Affairs publishes 
GMP figures quarterly.

GRANT DISTRIBUTION

In the year to December 2019, a total of 
13,000 organisations received approximately 
$241 million in grants (according to the PGF 
Group grants analysis system which uses 
discoverable published grants lists from the 
gambling societies and trusts rather than the 
theoretical figure 0f 40% of GMP).

PGF categorises grants into community 
services, community groups and sports 
groups.

Community services are classified as groups 
that provide paid and volunteer services. 
Community groups are classified as groups 
that service a discreet population and 
include faith-based groups but also include 
arts societies and some research groups.

Sports groups include everything from large 
Unions to local tennis clubs and children’s 
sports. Grants are generally shared 50/50 
between sports groups and community 
groups and services.

For grant recipients, many of which support 
laudable causes and communities, the Class 
4 community funding programme represents 
revenue of between $250 million to $300 
million per year. Few community recipients 
can see any alternative to meet their 
revenue needs.

2019 calendar year grants split

Community $120,812,075

Sports $120,444,774

Total $241,256,849
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CLASS 4 GRANTS FOR SPORT

Approximately $120 million, or about half 
of the money raised through the Class 4 
community funding scheme, goes to sports.

National sports bodies and community 
sports groups are now highly dependent on 
Class 4 gambling losses. This dependency, in 
terms of the history of New Zealand sport is 
relatively contemporary.

While there may be long standing 
relationships and “rollover” application 
processes in place between some sports 
groups and some Trusts or Societies, this 
is not the case for all. For some groups the 
annual and uncertain application cycle limits 
development.

A categorised list of sport funding recipients 
can be found at Appendix 4.

CLASS 4 GRANTS FOR 

COMMUNITY SERVICES

The types of community groups that benefit 
from Class 4 funding include amateur 
dramatics, arts groups and recreational 
groups outside clubs.

It also includes health, mental health and 
social services groups, often working with 
vulnerable people and communities. Other 
groups might include groups like those 
involved in public-benefit research but who 
aren’t providing any services, for example 
some medical researchers.

The community services which benefit 
from the community funding scheme are 
all services which the whole of the New 
Zealand public benefit from either directly or 
indirectly.

The existence of an ambulance service, for 
example, may not be used by each of us, but 
that it is there for those who do, is a benefit 
to all New Zealanders.

These groups of beneficiaries are more 
difficult to plan for because they are often 
small and are only known in their immediate 
communities.

A way of dealing with this is to provide more 
government support to the Community 
Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS). An 
alternative model is to utilise the regional 
community foundations.

Government guidance could be provided for 
the philanthropic sector on applications and 
criteria but recognising these programmes 
often service valuable niche and localised 
organisations. At current grant levels the 
funding programme would be about $60 
million per annum. Community group 
dependency is significant.

A categorised list of community funding 
recipients can be found at Appendix 3.
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IMPACT ON TAX COLLECTED

The benefits to government from gambling 
losses are made up of the:

• GST collected
• gaming machine duty and levy, providing 

problem gambling services and research
• community funding not demanded from 

Vote

The GST is a function of money spent and it 
seems very reasonable to assume that if the 
money spent on pokies in Class 4 was not 
spent there, it would be spent elsewhere, 
and with the possibility that a multiplier 
effect would see revenue to the government 
increased.

The gaming machine duty is an income/
turnover tax proxy. As such, this may equal 
the amount of income tax the government 

collects through businesses paying income 
tax on the level of income that would 
have been spent on pokies (ex GST). This 
approximation may overstate or understate 
the tax take by the government from taxable 
business activity.

A multiplier effect may act in the 
government’s favour in this regard if the 
money was going through non-pokie 
businesses. The levy is derived from 
gambling losses and is a function of the size 
of the problem. Gambling treatment services 
are not taxpayer funded.

Government dependency is not significant 
with opportunity money spent for the tax 
gathered from losses, to be spent on other 
consumables.

COVID-19

The grants system on which valuable 
community services survive is based on 
the assumption that it is acceptable for a 
small proportion of New Zealanders living 
in the poorest communities to lose money 
in support of a national benefit. Many 
community groups would rather not take 
pokie funding to deliver their programmes 
but have no other option.

There is little transparency about the 
application process and who gets what 
grants. In addition, some Trusts and Societies 
are approving grants from proceeds of pokie 
losses gathered from areas outside of which 
the community group may be operating. The 
Class 4 funding system may be seen as a 
way to keep the hospitality industry afloat at 
the time of this pandemic. The Gambling Act 
(2003) prohibits venues operating as pokie 
dens (section 69A(e) and 70 (1) (i)).

As lockdown levels change and pubs are 
permitted to operate, the license conditions 
for pokie machines must be maintained and 
monitored. If a pub with pokies does not 
reopen, then the machines cannot be moved 
to another location if the TLA gambling 
policy prohibits this. Nor can alternative 
venues increase their number of pokie 
machines, if the TLA policy precludes this.

Of note also is that gambling policy reviews 
are subject to TLA public consultation 
processes. As 50% of pokies are in the 
poorest areas in New Zealand and these 
areas are likely to be in need of significant 
COVID-19 income support for the foreseeable 
future, it would make sense to ensure that 
gambling harm is not further exacerbated, 
despite the need to support community and 
sports groups.
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AN INTERIM SOLUTION

Pubs and clubs face a long and uncertain 
future before revenue streams return. Even 
if pubs return to some normal operation it is 
likely that social distancing rules for various 
levels of lockdown may preclude some or all 
pokie machines operating in the same way. 

Both limited patronage and the limited 
number of machines able to be used at any 
one time will impact on gambling losses. 
This is positive.  However, it will also flow 
into less revenue for the community grants 
programme.

Most Trusts and Societies have suspended 
grants, effective from COVID-19 alert level 4 
lockdown.

An interim solution is for the Government 
to directly fund current community and 
sports grant recipients as part of its 
COVID-19 support packages. This could be 
done for a six month period while the whole 
programme is reviewed.

It is estimated that community groups and 
services would need up to about $60 million 
to continue uninterrupted services to their 
community groups and wider public, for six 
months. This will cover the period of level 4 
lockdown through to September 2020.

It is estimated that sports groups would 
need about $60 million to continue 
uninterrupted services to their respective 
disciplines for six months. However, 
government may want to review the larger 
Unions’ needs in relation to measures they 
are taking themselves to manage the impact 
of COVID-19 Level 4 and beyond.

If pokie machine losses were replaced with 
a government grants programme several 
things would be achieved.

Firstly, community and sports funding would 
be secured so services can continue to be 
delivered.

Secondly, there would be transparency about 
who gets what money and what it is used 
for.  This does not mean that funding would 
only go to approved government projects 
but does mean there can be some equity 
oversight.

Importantly, losses from the most deprived 
communities would stop being diverted to 
national interests.

Finally, this will provide time to review 
the whole programme and manage the 
reintroduction of pokie machines in ways 
that does not exacerbate gambling harm 
and is manageable as the COVID-19 levels of 
lockdown are worked through.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

PGF Group

The Problem Gambling Foundation is now 
trading as PGF Group, with Asian Family 
Services, Mapu Maia Pasifika Service, and 
PGF Services, part of this overarching brand. 
The organisation is a Charitable Trust 
operating nationally with services delivered 
under contract to the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) and funded from the gambling levy.

Established in 1988 as the Compulsive 
Gambling Society, the organisation started 
out as a telephone service then expanded 
to include face-to-face services as demand 
grew. In 2001, the Problem Gambling 
Foundation succeeded the Compulsive 
Gambling Society and today, we deliver 
treatment and public health services 
nationwide. We have a skilled and diverse 
workforce with staff who are qualified in 
clinical work and in health promotion.

PGF Services provide free counselling, 
advice and support to gamblers and their 
families and work to ensure that support 
for our Māori clients fits a kaupapa Māori 
way of working. Our specialist teams provide 
culturally and linguistically appropriate 
support to Asian and Pasifika communities 
living in New Zealand.

Hāpai Te Hauora

In 1996, Hāpai Te Hauora Tapui Ltd (Hāpai) 
was established as a regional provider of 
Māori public health services in the greater 
Auckland region. Hāpai was created from a 
tripartite Memorandum of Understanding 
between Te Rūnānga o Ngāti Whātua, 
Raukura Hauora o Tainui and Te Whānau 
o Waipareira Trust Board. The subsequent 
arrangement provided an integrated and 
collaborative entity that cemented regional 
Maori public health services in one place for 
Tāmaki Makaurau.

The mission and vision of Hāpai is to 
increase opportunities for Māori to enjoy 
good health and to be sustained by healthy 
environments. This is done by providing a 
strategic focus that is underpinned by our 
values, evidence based research, innovation 
and leadership for the advancement of 
health and well-being for all. Work is 
undertaken regionally and nationally to 
address health inequities and provide 
strategic solutions for long term outcomes 
across all areas of well-being.

The Salvation Army Oasis

For over two decades, The Salvation Army 
has provided help to those impacted by 
harmful gambling. The Salvation Army 
Oasis was formally established in June 
1997 in Auckland in response to growing 
evidence that the proliferation of gambling 
opportunities was having a negative 
impact on society. Prior to this in 1992 
and 1995, services to support gamblers 
were established in Wellington and then 
Christchurch after the opening of the 
Christchurch casino. Consequently, the 
Army’s reducing gambling harm services 
have expanded to seven regions across New 
Zealand.

We are funded by the Ministry of Health to 
provide preventing and minimising gambling 
harm clinical and public health services. 
We have a diverse team of professional 
and clinically qualified and registered 
counsellors and public health practitioners. 
Our team support and encourage wellbeing 
and reduce gambling harm through 
education, self-reflection and creative and 
research based therapies. Public health 
workers provide accurate information and 
education to raise awareness and support 
community and professional groups, services 
and Government to be free from gambling 
harm.
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APPENDICES

2019 Calendar Year $ Millions
Non-club Class 4 

operating payments

Class 4 losses 939

Club losses 98

Non-club losses 841

GST on non-club losses 110

Non-club losses less GST 731

GST exclusive Machine duty (23%) 168

Non-club tax paid losses 563

Grants (40% ex GST losses) 292

Venue payments (16% ex GST losses) 117

Levy (0.78% ex GST losses) 6

Fees (3% ex GST losses) 22

Total gambling society operating payments 437 437

Gambling society surplus to run the trust 126

Percentage of ex GST paid losses available to trust 17%

Appendix 2: 2019 GMP Sources and Distribution of Grants

Rate of problem gambler 

contribution to losses
2019 Losses

2019 Grants

(40% of 2019 Losses less 

GST)

Contribution from 

problem gamblers

30%
Department of Internal Affairs

$939 million $292 million $282 million

40%
Australian Productivity
Commission minimum

$939 million $292 million $376 million

60%
Australian Productivity
Commission maximum

$939 million $292 million $563 million

Appendix 1: Problem gambler contribution to annual GMP
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Appendix 3: 2019 Community Services 
and Community Groups sub-categories

Community groups $37,838,195

Education $23,466,718

Arts $12,952,443

Health related $10,446,792

Community services $10,420,915

Faith based $6,819,355

Search and Rescue 
(excluding surf clubs)

$6,656,072

Māori $5,092,069

Kindergartens/Childcare/
Plunket

$2,452,638

Ambulance services $2,401,716

Council $1,516,343

Fire Services $748,819

Total $120,812,075

Rugby $19,982,236

Other sports $19,861,454

Soccer $11,295,064

Cricket $8,908,166

Water sports $8,046,758

Racquets $6,012,940

Sports stadiums/
academies/events centres

$5,478,896

Hockey $4,757,123

Basketball $4,743,441

Netball $4,524,828

Surf lifesaving clubs $4,438,863

Bowling $3,431,502

League $3,179,766

Racing $2,861,218

Cycling $2,695,279

Special Olympics/sports 
for the disabled

$2,433,512

Gym sports $2,341,199

Softball $1,766,541

Athletics $1,412,553

Equestrian/pony clubs $1,303,274

Motorsports $970,161

Total $120,444,774

Appendix 4: 2019 Sport Groups sub-
categories
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Tab 20: CHIGNELL Bevan

SUBMISSION FORM
Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan

Name

Organisation

Postal Address

Town Post code

Phone

Email

Presenting your submission in person

I  wish to speak to my submission I do not wish to speak to my submission

Have 
your 
say!

Information Management (see page 5 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 -  A full approach to information management implementation including digitising all paper data and records

Option 2 - Implement a partial information management system and not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer neither option

Additional feedback

Climate Change (see page 6 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 - A staged approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

Option 2 - Immediately develop a strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer neither option

Additional feedback

Westport Port and Kawatiri Dredge (see page 7 of the Consultation Document for more information)

Option 1 - Ring-fence the port

Option 2 - Operate as a Council cost centre

Option 3 - Consider special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri Dredge

I prefer Option 1  I prefer Option 2  I prefer Option 3 
  I do not prefer any of 

these options

Additional feedback

Shaping
our district

Council is considering options for the following three major items in it’s draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan.  Please 
read the corresponding Consultation Document for further information and provide your views.  More information is 
available on Council’s website www.bullerdc.govt.nz.

Please take the time to have your say and help ‘Shape our District’ by reading the draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan’s 
Consultation Document and providing feedback to the three things we are consulting on.  We also encourage feedback 
on other items relating to the LTP - see over.                                                                                 www.bullerdc.govt.nz

B Chignell

PO Box 232

Westport

x

x

X

X
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Shaping
our district

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider it its Long Term Plan?

Consultation closes 18 May

www.bullerdc.govt.nz

LTP@bdc.govt.nz

or complete your submission online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/21-31-LTP

Privacy Statement:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 2002, all submissions (including 

your name and contact details) will be made available online as part of the LTP decision-making 

process.  Please refer to www.bullerdc.govt.nz/privacy or contact Council for a copy of Council’s 

Privacy Statement.
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Tab 21: CLARKSON Michael - Nuku Aotearoa
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Tab 21: CLARKSON Michael - Nuku Aotearoa
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Tab 22: CLIMO Annette
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Tab 23: COLEMAN Bruce
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Tab 24: COLEMAN Viv
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Tab 25: COOPER Chris - Carters by the Sea

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Chris Cooper

Company/Organisation (if applicable) Carters by the sea

Postal address 27 Marine Parade, Carters Beach

City/Town Westport

Post code 7825

Email address csea1@mail.com

Phone number 021356414

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#11#11

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Saturday, May 15, 2021 10:14:42 AMSaturday, May 15, 2021 10:14:42 AM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Saturday, May 15, 2021 10:45:21 AMSaturday, May 15, 2021 10:45:21 AM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:30:3800:30:38

IP Address:IP Address:   222.153.82.156222.153.82.156

Page 1
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SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

After 4 years of submissions to the LTP with no result,  can the council invest funds into resurfacing the footpaths on Marine Parade 

from Tasman St to Golf Links Road. The footpaths are basically now gravel and are a hazard to walk on and aesthetically a disgrace 

alongside the outstanding cycle trail across the now revitalised domain.

Also there is significant stormwater discharge onto the domain from Marine Parade via the under road sumps that do not work 

anymore. Soakpits should be installed at these points on the domain such as the one that was installed across the road at 27 Marine 

Parade in Sept 2019. It is particularly bad on roadside of the playground.

Also the car park outside Donaldos requires extending towards the play ground due to the increase in size of motorhomes that stick 

out into the road. Someone will get injured crossing the road to the shop one day. 

Regards

Chris Cooper
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Tab 27: CORRIE Paul
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Tab 28: CRAWFORD Anne
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Tab 29: CRAWSHAW Norman

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 3

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Norman Crawshaw

Company/Organisation (if applicable) Personal

Postal address 39A Queen Street

City/Town WESTPORT

Post code 7825

Email address nrcrawshaw@hotmail.com

Phone number +6437898866

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I do not prefer any of these options

#14#14

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Monday, May 17, 2021 1:14:32 PMMonday, May 17, 2021 1:14:32 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Monday, May 17, 2021 1:48:29 PMMonday, May 17, 2021 1:48:29 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:33:5600:33:56

IP Address:IP Address:   122.57.125.130122.57.125.130

Page 1
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SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 3

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1
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SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

3 / 3

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

I request Council to consider the establishment of a History/Heritage centre to house tactile archives and similar, thus ensuring their 

preservation and allowing public access.

WHY IS THIS NEEDED

Government at national level regards the preservation and management of its historical heritage and the public access to these, as an 

essential aspect of its activity, hence the establishment of Archives NZ.. Regional and District Councils have a similar duty at regional 

and district level.

WHO WOULD BENEFIT

There is a need to preserve, protect and retain for the public of Buller for residents, visitors, researchers (amateur and professional) 

and future generations. This is becoming more and more important as more and more people are becoming interested in their own and 

their family's history and culture.

Additionally, the government has now decreed that History, with an emphasis on local history, is to become a compulsory aspect of the

national curriculum at all levels.

Without the availability of such a centre, Buller students, especially those of coastal Buller) will be severely disadvantaged as on the 

wider West Coast, Hokitika, Greymouth and Reefton have such centres. The establishment of such a centre in Westport would ensure 

the continuity of access and support for present and future students of this district.

WHAT COULD BE INCLUDED

The proposed centre would be a repository for a wide range of tactile heritage items.This could include such things as Council 

archives, historical newspapers, books, photographs, club and society historical archives/documents, donated birth, death and 

marriage certificates, church and school records (original or photocopies). NB These are merely examples not a definitive list.

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS

Such a centre could become a visitor attraction in its own right and encourage researchers from other areas to visit, thus contributing 

to the economy of the district. It could also sell and produce educational resource material for use in schools, thus providing a useful 

revenue stream

SUMMARY

History and heritage provide us with a window to the past and allow us to better understand our present culture and society. There is a 

need for this to be preserved and be accessible for the present and future generations.

The proposed centre would serve as both a guardian of resources and a gateway through which the wider community, both present and 

future, can access and be a part of their regional identity, culture and heritage.

NOTE

This is a personal submission. However, as secretary of Buller Grey Power,I am aware that many of our 500+ members would be 

supportive of this proposal.
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Tab 31: DE FRIEZ Veronica
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Tab 32: DE FRIEZ Veronica - Westport Whitebait Festival Trust
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Tab 33: Deb

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name De b

Postal address P.o.box 185

City/Town Westport

Post code 7892

Email address punakaiki@hotmail.com

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 2

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#21#21

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 2:27:28 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 2:27:28 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 2:42:46 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 2:42:46 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:15:1700:15:17

IP Address:IP Address:   49.224.76.2649.224.76.26

Page 1
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SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 2

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Cycleways are important. Let's get more citizens out on bikes safely. Alma rd has so many near misses between car and car on blind 

corners but buggies, pedestrians and bicycles need somewhere to go. Build a cycleway and improve visibility on corners. So much 

development going in we need it now before the fences go up and no room to move on this.

Don't support mines that communities don't want. Barrytown mine is an environmental disaster and will b unliveable for the 

residents.keep coast rd the scenic gem it is. 

More education and legislation around packaging, rubbish and recycling. Businesses should reduce unsuitable products so that they 

don't end up in landfill miles away burdening taxpayers and the environment.

Loving the palm trees, support for youth and improving of community facilities that increase well being and joy.
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Tab 35: DUNCAN Lynne - Northern Buller Communities Society Inc
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Tab 36: EADE Lawrence

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Lawrence EADE

Company/Organisation (if applicable) Cape Foulwind Staple 2 Limited

Postal address PO Box 245,

City/Town WESTPORT

Post code 7866

Email address larry@eade.co.nz

Phone number +64220386120

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I do not prefer any of these options

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#22#22

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 3:06:14 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 3:06:14 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 3:13:14 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 3:13:14 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:06:5900:06:59

IP Address:IP Address:   103.111.77.149103.111.77.149

Page 1
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Tab 36: EADE Lawrence

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 2

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Want to make a presentation regarding facilitating zonings in the Cape Foulwind precinct that enable light to general industrial uses + 

residential development. There is already a lot of residential construction going on at the moment - this construction is being approved 

under existing rural zoning
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Tab 37: ELLEY Grant
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Tab 38: EWERS Murray
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Tab 39: FITZSIMMONS Carol
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Tab 40: FREEMAN Scott

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Scott Freeman

Postal address PO Box 185

City/Town Westport

Post code 7825

Email address scottjfreeman@yahoo.co.nz

Phone number 027 308 6420

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I do not prefer any of these options

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#24#24

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 4:59:58 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 4:59:58 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Tuesday, May 18, 2021 5:07:23 PMTuesday, May 18, 2021 5:07:23 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:07:2400:07:24

IP Address:IP Address:   103.111.76.69103.111.76.69

Page 1
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Tab 40: FREEMAN Scott

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Footpaths for Alma Road. It is narrow and well used by walkers etc from an rapidly growing population in the area. Put new subdivision 

reserve contribution monies from subdivisions on Alma Road towards this.
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Tab 41: GEAR Nick

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Nick

Postal address 125 Romilly Street

City/Town Westport

Post code 7825

Email address ngearnz@gmail.com

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 1

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 2

#1#1

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Sunday, April 18, 2021 10:58:13 PMSunday, April 18, 2021 10:58:13 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Sunday, April 18, 2021 11:00:52 PMSunday, April 18, 2021 11:00:52 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:02:3800:02:38

IP Address:IP Address:   203.211.109.55203.211.109.55

Page 1
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Tab 41: GEAR Nick

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I prefer Option 1

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or

requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

Respondent skipped this question
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 42: GIBSON Peter
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Tab 43: GIBSON Peter - Market Cross Community Group Inc
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Tab 43: GIBSON Peter - Market Cross Community Group Inc
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Tab 44: GILBERT Derek
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Tab 45: GILBERT Kevin
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Tab 46: GIRL Belinda and FLANAGAN Maurice
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Tab 47: GOURLEY Allwyn - Karamea Swimming Club

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

1 / 2

Q1

CONTACT DETAILS

Name Allwyn Gourley

Company/Organisation (if applicable) KARAMEA SWIMMING CLUB

Postal address RD 3, 58 Baker Creek Road

City/Town Karamea

Post code 7893

Email address jeag@xtra.co.nz

Phone number 0223429136

Q2

PRESENTING YOUR SUBMISSION IN PERSON

I do not wish to speak to my submission

Q3

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (see page 5 of the

Consultation Document for more information)Option 1 - A

full approach to information management implementation

including digitising all paper data and recordsOption 2 -

Implement a partial information management system and

not digitise the paper records

I prefer Option 2

Q4

CLIMATE CHANGE (see page 6 of the Consultation

Document for more information)Option 1 - A staged

approach to develop a strategic plan, with ongoing

monitoring costsOption 2 - Immediately develop a

strategic plan, with ongoing monitoring costs

I prefer Option 1

#13#13

COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   21-31 LTP 21-31 LTP (Web Link)(Web Link)

Started:Started:   Sunday, May 16, 2021 6:51:03 PMSunday, May 16, 2021 6:51:03 PM

Last Modified:Last Modified:   Sunday, May 16, 2021 6:58:26 PMSunday, May 16, 2021 6:58:26 PM

Time Spent:Time Spent:   00:07:2200:07:22

IP Address:IP Address:   122.57.250.194122.57.250.194

Page 1
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Tab 47: GOURLEY Allwyn - Karamea Swimming Club

SUBMISSION FORM Draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan SurveyMonkey

2 / 2

Q5

WESTPORT PORT AND KAWATIRI DREDGE (see page

7 of the Consultation Document for more

information)Option 1 - Ring-fence the portOption 2 -

Operate as a Council cost codeOption 3 - Consider

special purpose governance structure for the Kawatiri

Dredge

I do not prefer any of these options

Q6

FURTHER FEEDBACK - do you have any other items or requests that you would like Council to consider in its Long

Term Plan?

On behalf of the Karamea Swimming Club I would like to apply for an annual grant of $10,000.00 to help pay for the cost of the power 

and chemicals that is needed to run the community swimming pool.  Power and chemical costs are steadily increasing and are 

essential for the future of the this crucial asset in the community.  It has been recently upgraded and is an amazing asset for our 

young people to learn to swim and also for the health and well being of the wider community.
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

151



Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

154



Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

160



Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

From: Linda Grammer

To: BDC_Long Term Plan

Cc: BDC_Info; Ian Mulholland

Subject: further info as part of our submission to BDC draft LTP 2021/31 ."GENE EDITING myth & reality- a guide

through the smokescreen"

Date: Tuesday, 18 May 2021 1:23:20 am

Attachments: 010b1026f294638ea501f7ceb6f347a7.pdf

Further information as part of our submission to the BDC draft

LTP 2021/31

Submittors:

Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

Seddonville

(We wish to be heard)

Tēnā anō koutou katoa: 

For your information, please see the attached report

"GENE EDITING myth & reality- a guide through the

smokescreen"

and (information for council regarding Climate change)

https://rodaleinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/rodale-white-

paper.pdf

"Regenerative Organic Agriculture

and Climate Change

a Down to Earth Solution to Global Warming"

Thank you.

also available on request:  (in attachment)

"The Rise of Superweeds-  and what to Do About it"

Policy briefing

Union of Concerned Scientists (USA)

Submitted by Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

(this Evidence is part of our submission to the BDC draft LTP

2021/31
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Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

A guide through the smokescreen

GENE EDITING 

MYTHS AND REALITY
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b
re

ed
in

g 
p

ro
gr

am
m

es
 i

s 
d

is
p

ro
ve

n
 b

y 
th
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h
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b
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 c
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, f
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 b
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 c
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ra
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 t
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p
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 c
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 m
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at
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 p
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 f
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 d
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 d
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 c
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 c
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n
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b
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 t
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h
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 b
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 b
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h
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h
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 b
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b
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p
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h
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 b
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From: Linda Grammer

To: BDC_Long Term Plan

Cc: BDC_Info; Ian Mulholland

Subject: further Evidence (as part of the submission to the BDC draft LTP 2021/31 regarding controversial Stevenson Mining/

Rangitira Ltd application/ proposal for large open cast coal mine Te Kuha above Westport

Date: Tuesday, 18 May 2021 3:27:11 pm

Attachments: image001.png

2018-05-28 Linda Grammer evidence.docx

att: BDC draft LTP 2021/31 team

Further information as part of our submission to the BDC draft LTP

2021/31

 

Submittors:

Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

Seddonville

 

(We wish to be heard)

 

Tēnā anō koutou katoa:

 

For your information, please see the attached Evidence (Linda

Grammer Evidence submitted to the Environment Court in May 2018

regarding Stevenson Mining/ Rangitira Ltd proposal for a large open

cast coal mine on Te Kuha

ENV-2017-CHC-090 - Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of

NZ Inc v BDC & WCRC

This Evidence is supplementary to our submission to the BDC draft

LTP 2021/31 and relevant to the Climate Change, sustainability,

indigenous biodiversity, Outstanding Landscapes and other

environmental issues
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Submitted by Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

(this Evidence is part of our submission to the BDC draft LTP 2021/31

 

  

Chrissie McKee

Case/Hearing Manager

Environment Court of New Zealand | Land Valuation Tribunal

| 20 Lichfield Street | PO Box 2069 | WX11113 | Christchurch

E-mail: Chrissie.McKee@justice.govt.nz

Website: https://environmentcourt.govt.nz/

 

 

 

 

 

Confidentiality notice: 

This email may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you have received it

by mistake, please:

(1) reply promptly to that effect, and remove this email and the reply from your system;

(2) do not act on this email in any other way.

Thank you.
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THE ENVIRONMENT COURT 

CHRISTCHURCH 

 

ENV-2017-CHC-90  

 

IN THE MATTER of the Resource Management Act 1991 

 

AND IN THE MATTER of an appeal under section 120 of the Resource 

Management Act 

 

BETWEEN THE ROYAL FOREST AND BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY 

OF NEW ZEALAND INCORPORATED 

(Appellant) 

 

AND 

 

WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL and BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

(Respondents) 

 

AND 

 

STEVENSON MINING LTD 

(Applicant) 

 

 

ENV-2017-CHC-90  

Forest & Bird v Buller District Council and West Coast Regional Council   

 

WITNESS BRIEF 

 

LINDA GRAMMER 

 

DATED: 20 MAY 2018 

SUMMARY 

 

I am opposed to the proposal to develop and operate a new open-cast coal 

mine* at the south-western part of the Mt William Range (Mt Te Kuha, 

lower Kawatiri river / Buller Gorge) within Mining Permit 41-289 and 

strongly support the appeal lodged by the Royal Forest and Bird Protection 

Society to the Environment Court. 

 

 

My name is Linda Grammer.  I am a member of Rural Women NZ and the 

Buller Tramping Club, and live north of Westport. 

 

 

203



Tab 48: GRAMMER Linda and MULHOLLAND Ian

2 

 

I strongly support the position of Federated Mountain Clubs (our national 

organisation) on the proposed new coal mine on Te Kuha, due to Te 

Kuha's high ecological, recreational, and cultural values. 

See 

https://www.fmc.org.nz/2017/12/10/federated-mountain-clubs-says-no-to-te-kuha-mine/ 

 

I understand that the proposed coal mine's "footprint" would cause 

significant destruction of 12ha of (high ecological value) public conservation 

land and adversely impact on the natural values and mauri of the Westport 

Water Conservation Reserve (100 ha).   

 

As a member of the public, I expect our public conservation lands of high 

ecological value and Westport Water Conservation Reserve (Westport 

residents water supply) to be protected from degradation caused by mining. 

   

I urge Buller District Council (in keeping with section 32 of the Reserves 

Act) to protect the Westport Water Conservation Reserve's valuable natural 

features. I understand that under Section 32 of the Reserves Act BDC is 

required to "protect the features of scenic, natural and biological features of 

the reserve". I understand Forest and Bird is appealing a recent decision 

on this matter. 

 

In my view, our local councils (Buller District Council and West Coast 

Regional Council) have failed (by approving the Stevenson Mining Ltd 

application) to honour their obligation to manage natural and physical 

resources in a truly sustainable manner and have acted contrary to the the 

requirements of the RMA.  

 

I also note that Buller District Council states (in the BDC draft Long Term 

Plan 2018-28) under "Sustainable Environment" 

-"The distinctive character of the environment is retained"   

 

-Natural environment valued & protected 

 

-Quality of natural environment improved and maintained 

 

-The distinctive character of the environment appreciated and retained  

 

I supported all of the above points in my recent submission to the BDC 

draft LTP 2018/28 but BDC's support for a new open-cast coal mine on Te 

Kuha contradicts all of the above, which is of concern to local residents and 

ratepayers like myself. 

 

(see Appendix for page #"s from the BDC draft LTP 2018/28) 
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In recent years, too much degradation of pristine landscapes in the Buller 

has been allowed to occur. We now have ugly, linear scars across the 

faces of the formerly pristine Lyell Range and Mt Rochfort face. The 

landscape of the Stockton Plateau, including the expansion of the Rockies 

Mine, is increasingly unattractive. Sub-alpine environments do not heal 

easily due to slow vegetative growth at high altitudes. We have already lost 

too much of the natural beauty of our District, which international visitors 

acclaim, and many local people love and treasure.  

Te Kuha's high ecological values and beauty must be protected from 

inappropriate development like a new open- cast coal mine. 

 

I welcome the Department of Conservation decision to join Forest and 

Bird's appeal, with Expert Witnesses detailing the Department's legitimate 

concerns about the proposed mine's adverse effects on Te Kuha's high 

ecological values including significant indigenous vegetation, significant 

habitat of indigenous fauna, intactness and ecological integrity, and rare 

species of conservation concern.   

 

I urge the Department of Conservation to refuse access to Stevenson 

Mining Ltd/ Rangatira Developments for a new open cast coal mine on Te 

Kuha. 

 

 

High Ecological Values of Te Kuha need Protection 

 

I want to see the distinctive character of Te Kuha retained and it's high 

ecological values (which I understand are not disputed by any party) and 

rare endangered species/ endemic species protected in perpetuity.   In my 

view the Stevenson Mining proposal for a new mine on Te Kuha is 

unnecessary and (given the extent of the environmental damage it would 

cause) the claims by the applicant about the benefits for Westport are 

exaggerated.  

 

The fact is that on the Denniston plateau the Sullivan mine and Escarpment 

are lying idle, the proposal for new open cast coal mine in a pristine area 

(Te Kuha) is ridiculous when other coal mines that exist in degraded areas 

are not being fully utilized.  

 

I am concerned about what would result in not only the highly visible 

degradation of an Outstanding natural landscape that this new open cast 

coal mine would cause, but the destruction of habitat for endangered and 

rare species and adverse impacts on the water supply for the people of 

Westport.  
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The proposed new mine would not only destroy an Outstanding Landscape 

but destroy the habitat of these and other rare and endangered native 

species: 

 

Great Spotted Kiwi, kiwi, South Island fernbird, kakariki, rifleman, forest 

gecko, speckled skink, rare eyebright plants, the largest known population 

of the rare forest ringlet butterfly as well as the following unique endemic 

native species including a recently discovered new species of tiger beetle 

as well as a unique leaf-veined slug.  The mine would also cause the 

destruction of 500 year old native trees including rimu in an area beloved 

by trampers and hunters (of feral pest animals). 

 

The proposed mine could push Great Spotted kiwi and other endangered 

species such as South Island fernbird and the West Coast green gecko 

closer to extinction. This must not be allowed to happen. 

 

Stevenson Mining has yet again (I understand this is the second time that 

Stevenson has applied to construct a mine at this site, previously without 

success) overstated the benefits of a new coal mine on Te Kuha to the 

local community. Short term jobs (for a period of about 15 years) do not 

justify destroying public conservation lands of high ecological and cultural 

significance (in an Outstanding Landscape). 

 

If development is to be beneficial to the District over the long term, it must 

not be at the expense of the natural environment, endangered and endemic 

native species.  I do not find the lawyer's (representing Rangitira 

Developments) claim that Rangatira will undertake robust "mitigation" and 

"environmental compensation" within our public conservation lands/ 

reserve and on adjacent land credible. 

 

How do you "mitigate" felling 500 year old rimu trees within the short time 

frame (15 years) of the application? 

It is impossible. 

 

The applicant's mining proposal is for an area that is the last, untouched 

portion of the highly unique Brunner coal measures, being part of the north-

west Nelson Cretaceous peneplain. Coal mining has already caused 

extensive destruction to unique ecosystems in the Buller District, with 

toxins including heavy metals and acidic mine drainage adversely affecting 

downstream waterways. The Te Kuha area and the town of Westport must 

be protected from companies like Stevenson Mining/ Rangatira.  

 

In my view, promises that the applicant will "undertake pest control" on our 

public conservation lands on Te Kuha or the Westport Water Conservation 

Area is no compensation if Rangitira is allowed to destroy  the actual home/ 
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habitat of endangered rare (and endemic) species. The native species 

(indigenous flora and fauna) are not protected by allowing mining to occur 

on our public conservation lands or Water Conservation Reserve, even if 

ground based feral control is done on adjacent areas and at the mine site. 

 

Claims by the applicant that the site can be quickly remediated are not 

credible. The destruction of the beautiful rimu forest (35 metres high in 

places) would take hundreds of years to recover. The scars will be visible 

from Westport including the beautiful walks at the mouth of the Buller river. 

The beautiful rimu forest at Te Kuha, home of Great Spotted Kiwi and other 

rare and endangered indigenous flora and fauna must be protected in 

perpetuity.  

 

I support the evidence of the Crown experts who note the harm that this 

proposal will do to endangered and rare native species and those with 

geological expertise who note the unsuitability of the site for an open cast 

mine. I understand this proposal has been turned down before by BDC. If 

the applicants proposal is allowed to proceed, it would have a significant 

and negative permanent impact on rare and threatened (and endemic) 

animal and plant species. 

 

 

WATER QUALITY- DEGRADATION THAT WOULD BE CAUSED BY THE 

PROPOSED MINE 

 

Te Kuha waterways are unmodified and of high value (and should remain 

this way). 

 

The proposed mine would cause degradation of the Westport Water 

Conservation Reserve and toxic discharges to side creeks and the 

Kawatiri/ Buller river.  Stevenson Mining Ltd's own aquatic ecologist stated 

(when he gave evidence at the Westport hearing): 

 

"The mine would discharge extra sediment and heavy metals into 

tributaries of West and Camp creeks which become part of Coal creek and 

discharge into the Buller River."- Ian Boothroyd, 19 September 2017 

Westport News  

 

Large-scale opencast mining in particular permanently changes natural 

landscapes and destroys high value ecological areas. It can result in 

significant water pollution. The loss of habitat  means the loss of aquatic 

habitat and associated aquatic flora and fauna (which is unacceptable). 

 

The proposed mine access road would be through a mix of old-growth 

indigenous forests on the lower slopes leading up to the plateau, and the 
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indigenous shrublands and herb fields characteristic of the Buller plateau, 

crossing wild, beautiful and unmodified streams carrying the purest water.  

 

The adverse effects to the Te Kuha waterways include but are not limited 

to: Loss of pristine, beautiful waterways (also visited and enjoyed by 

trampers and hunters), loss of quiet enjoyment, loss of water quality, loss of 

indigenous aquatic species and habitat, adverse impacts on the water 

quality of the Buller River, with potential negative implications for white 

baiting.  I am mindful of what  has happened to the beautiful Ngakawau 

river (below an existing mine site), which is still (despite recent best 

practice efforts to clean up the river) highly degraded. 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERSE IMPACTS ON TOURISM AND LOCAL PEOPLE 

 

The huge draw card of our indigenous ecosystems and the beautiful 

landscapes in which they are found is central to the current surge in 

tourism that helps drive the NZ economy.  That's why (along with the way 

many local residents highly value Te Kuha and the Westport Water 

Conservation Reserve) it makes so much sense to protect them. 

 

The biodiversity and productive ecosystems / ecosystem services of Te 

Kuha and the Westport Water Conservation Reserve must be protected as 

these are highly important to the health and wellbeing of the people of 

Westport  

 

The proposed mine will damage Westport's important "West Coast: 

Untamed Natural Wilderness"  Brand and make tramping in the Buckland 

Peaks unpleasant (as the view from Caroline Terrace/ Virgin Flat/ Buckland 

peaks will be adversely effected with a devastating visual impact). The 

negative visual impact would be during the day and potentially by night as 

the applicant can easily apply for a new resource consent to do permanent 

24/7 night shift, which has been granted in the past to Bathurst Resources. 

 

Not only would having a new open cast coal mine on the West coast have 

a negative effect on NZ's global image but it will damage the national 

image of Westport and its suitability as a destination for tourism (and in 

particular eco-tourism).  

 

The main street of Westport (Palmerston) has various attractive signs 

proclaiming "WEST COAST- UNTAMED NATURAL 

WILDERNESS".  Approval of this application for a destructive, extractive 

new coal mine on highly visible (from Westport and surrounding area) 
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public conservation lands would damage this valuable brand. It would delay 

the badly needed transition to a West Coast economy that is not dependent 

on the polluting extraction of non-renewable resources.  

 

Aside from the significant threat to biodiversity – unique native species, the 

web of life in this particular place – the proposed mine on Te Kuha would 

have devastating visual impact when seen from Westport, the mouth of the 

Kawatiri river (where locals and tourists go to recreate), and the 

surrounding mountains, including (as already mentioned) the spectacular 

Buckland Peaks on the southern side of the Buller gorge. 

This mine, if given the green light, would be a symbolic visual sore shaping 

the image and reputation of Westport among other New Zealanders and 

international tourists for generations. 

The proposal, while needlessly harmful to the Westport-Buller Gorge 

environment, also flies in the face of the biggest challenge of our time – 

climate change. New Zealand has committed to act. Regardless of where 

coal is burned if it’s burned it increases global climate disruption. 

The Buller region, the Coast, and many Kiwis & their families, who almost 

by definition love the outdoors, can do better than open-cast coal mining, 

which is permanently destructive, polluting, harms valuable ecosystems, 

and simply outdated. 

NOISE & LIGHT POLLUTION 

Noise pollution from the proposed mine will be a problem for some 

Westport residents, dependent very much by wind direction. Light pollution 

is likely to be a problem for Westport residents including those who live 

near the Orawaiti/ Sargeants Hill area if the application goes ahead during 

the stated hours that Stevenson Mining has sought permission for (early in 

the day and late in the afternoon/ evening). Night pollution (from lighting 

towers and vehicles) would also be a problem as Stevenson Mining is likely 

to apply for a new resource consent for permanent night shift 24/7 (as other 

mining companies like Bathurst has done- they do not let valuable mining 

equipment lie idle overnight). 

On top of all the unacceptable adverse impacts that a new open cast mine 

on beautiful Te Kuha would cause, the truth is we can’t afford to burn coal 

that would be obtained from Te Kuha without going over 2 degrees, and 

staying within 2 degrees is Government policy 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
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Buller District is already feeling the effects of climate change, with severe 

storms and coastal erosion threatening local communities and (for 

example) the Granity school. 

 

Allowing this mine to proceed would not only destroy valuable high value 

ecosystems and harm rare endangered (and endemic) native species but 

burning the coal mined would contribute to taking us over 2 degrees (Paris 

Climate Change Agreement) and staying within 2 degrees is government 

policy in New Zealand. So why would a new coal mine, especially in such a 

pristine environment (Te Kuha) be permitted? 

 

In addition to the permanent damage that the proposed open cast coal 

mine would cause to the unique ecological values and indigenous 

biodiversity/ Outstanding Landscape of Te Kuha, and damage to water 

quality (side creeks, the Buller river, the Westport Water Conservation 

Reserve), our growing tourism industry, the peace and quiet/ well being of 

the people of Westport, the contribution a mine would make to climate 

change is unacceptable. 

 

Background: 

NZ is a signatory to the Paris Agreement 2015, which agreed to do 

everything possible to keep temperature rise to less than 2 degrees, and if 

possible less than 1.5 degrees.  Information is readily available at the IPCC 

website  

 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

http://www.ipcc.ch/ 

and at 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/climate-change/why-climate-change-matters/global-response/paris-

agreement 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard in Westport. Please keep me 

informed of any hearing. I have some photographic evidence I would like to 

table on the day. Thank you. 

 

ENDS 

 

 

* The open-cast coal mine's "footprint" would cover 144ha, including 

12ha of conservation land, 100ha of the Westport Water Conservation 

Reserve and the remainder on private land. 
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Original submission by Linda Grammer available online: 

 

http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/our-services/resource-consents-and-

information/Documents/Submitters%20Evidence/Grammer,%20Linda%20

%E2%80%93%20Updated%20Written%20Submission.pdf  

Date: 

Monday, 25 September 2017 hearing Westport  

 

  and  

 

MEMORANDUM IN RE RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION (Wi Pere 

Trust entity) TO MINE TE KUHA - MY ANCESTRAL MOUNTAIN  

 

TO: Ms Linda Grammer Buller District  

 

FROM: Ms Iri Sharon Rose Sinclair BA LLB – Nihorere whanau-whanui 

25th September 2017  

 

 

APPENDIX: 

 

 

 

In my recent submission in response to the Buller District Council draft 

Long Term Plan 2018/28 I supported the following content 

 

 

 P. 44 it states under the heading "Sustainable environment"  

 

  

"the distinctive character of the environment is retained" 

 

see also 

  

on p. 47 Sustainable Environment 

 

 "Water management and quality" 

"Visitor level of appreciation" 

  

and then 

 

 "Council Advocates" 

  

-Natural environment valued & protected 
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-Quality of natural environment improved and maintained 

 

 

 

Climate Change  

p. 27 "Climate change, it affects us all" 

p. 28 "what council is doing about climate change"  (in my view BDC needs 

to do more) 

 

p. 51 

Point 4 (Sustainable Environment) 

The distinctive character of the environment appreciated and retained. 

 

What does council want to achieve? 

-An appropriate balance between development and protection that 

promotes the diversity and sustainability of our natural environment 

 

How will council contribute to achieving these objectives? 

-Develop policies and implement practices that enhance our environmental 

sustainability and natural diversity 

-Recognise and preserve the essential elements of the district's landscape 

that contributes to Buller's unique natural identity 

 

p. 52 

Point 5 (Prosperity) 

A thriving resilient and innovative economy creating opportunities for 

growth and employment 

 

What does council want to achieve? 

Support sustainable responsible development, innovation and excellence 

 

How will Council contribute to these objectives? 

 

-Develop within a regulatory framework that supports sustainable economic 

growth without compromising the environment 

 

Comment: a new open cast coal mine on Te Kuha does not fit the above 

stated goals/ criteria 
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From: Linda Grammer

To: BDC_Long Term Plan

Cc: BDC_Info

Subject: further Evidence (Iri Sinclair submitted Evidence as part of Linda Grammers Evidence re: Te Kuha) as part of Linda

Grammer/Ian Mulholland submission to BDC draft LTP 2021/31

Date: Tuesday, 18 May 2021 3:36:02 pm

Attachments: Te Kuha Submission - Nihorere whanui.docx

nihorere whakapapa.pdf

att: BDC draft LTP 2021/31 team

Further information as part of our submission to the BDC draft LTP

2021/31

 

Submittors:

Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

Seddonville

 

(We wish to be heard)

 

Tēnā anō koutou katoa:

 

For your information, please see the attached Evidence (Iri Sinclair

Evidence submitted to the Environment Court as part of the

Evidence by Linda Grammer in May 2018 regarding Stevenson

Mining/ Rangitira Developments Ltd proposal for a large open cast

coal mine on Te Kuha above Westport

ENV-2017-CHC-090 - Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of

NZ Inc v BDC & WCRC

This Evidence is supplementary to our submission to the BDC

draft LTP 2021/31 and relevant to the Climate Change,

sustainability, indigenous biodiversity, Outstanding Landscapes

and other environmental issues as well as council obligation to

respect Te Tiriti o Waitangi and act on the concerns/ wishes of

local mana whenua regarding indigenous biodiversity and other

natural values (as well as cultural)
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Submitted by Linda Grammer and Ian Mulholland

(this Evidence is part of our submission to the BDC draft LTP

2021/31

 

  

Chrissie McKee

Case/Hearing Manager

Environment Court of New Zealand | Land Valuation Tribunal

| 20 Lichfield Street | PO Box 2069 | WX11113 | Christchurch

E-mail: Chrissie.McKee@justice.govt.nz

Website: https://environmentcourt.govt.nz/

 

 

 

 

 

Confidentiality notice: 

This email may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you have received it

by mistake, please:

(1) reply promptly to that effect, and remove this email and the reply from your system;

(2) do not act on this email in any other way.

Thank you.
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MEMORANDUM IN RE RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION BY RANGATIRA HOLDINGS LTD 

(Wi Pere Trust) TO MINE TE KUHA  - MY ANCESTRAL MOUNTAIN  

 

TO:    Ms Linda Zelka Grammer 

Seddonville 

Buller District 

 

FROM: Ms Iri Sharon Rose Sinclair BA LLB 

 

26
th

 September 2017 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tena koe, 

 

Thank you for contacting me about this resource consent application, which I was completely unaware of, and 

taken aback to learn of. Please find below some points I wish you to put to the consent authority considering the 

application, which are pertinent to my status as tangata whenua of the land which Rangatira Holdings Ltd seeks 

resource consent to mine. 

 

I submit that the application for resource consent/s should be declined. My reasons are set out below – but in 

summary concern Resource Management Act (1991) sections 6(e), 7 and 8, and the Fourth Schedule to the Act 

which sets out the requirements for an Assessment of Effects etc. 

 

Thank you for being so kind as to agree to including the following information on behalf of myself and our 

whanau whanui, hapu & iwi etc as part of your own submission opposing this resource consent application. Nga 

mihi nunui ki a koe! 

 

Please let me know how you go. If there is any opportunity for me to speak to my submission I would be happy 

to do so – either in person or via skype etc. As you know I reside in Otautahi Christchurch where I work for our 

Wairewa Runanga Natural Resources Komiti, as I am also Ngati Irakehu. I thank you for contacting me from 

the bottom of my heart. 

 

No reira e hoa, kai te mihi, kai te mihi, kai te mihi! 

 

Heoi ano, na 

 

Iri Sinclair BA LLB 

Papa Associates 

Resource Management  

 

 

Ko Tuhuru te tangata 

Ko Arahura te awa 

Ko Poutini te taniwha 

Ko Pounamu te taonga 

Ko Mawhera te whenua 

Ko Ngati Waewae, Poutini Ngai Tahu nga hapu 

Waitaha, Ngati Mamoe, Kai Tahu oku iwi! 

Ti hei Mauri Ora! 
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I am a Resource Management Consultant, with a law degree from the University of Canterbury specialising in 

natural resource (environmental) law. I also have a Bachelor of Arts degree (Art History and Anthropology) from 

the University of Auckland. I am Ngai Tahu and work and reside in my turangawaewae Te Waipounamu. I am a 

former member of Nga Tauira Maori, the Maori Students Association of the University of Auckland – Te Whare 

Wananga o Tamaki Makaurau. 

Following the enactment of the Resource Management Act 1991 I was employed as the Kaitakawaenga/Iwi 

Planner by the West Coast Regional Council (WCRC) and also acted as the Secretary of the Treaty Partnership 

planning committee ‘Te Komiti Rangapu’. That standing committee included elected Regional Councillors and 

hapu representatives from throughout Te Tai Poutini. 

I designed and managed the tangata whenua consultation process for the West Coast Regional Policy Statement, 

and the West Coast Regional Coastal Plan. The WCRPS chapter ‘Issues of Significance to Poutini Ngai Tahu’ 

was penned by myself after a thorough consultation process and sign off by tangata whenua.  

My appointment to that role was requested and endorsed by Arahura Kahui Kaumatua and my esteemed Uncle 

Mr Eli Weepu of Arahura Pa, and our tribal hapu council (Runanga). During my five year tenure at the WCRC I 

also developed a publication for the Council - ‘Tangata whenua Consultation Guidelines for Resource Consent 

Applicants’ which every resource consent applicant received. I was also seconded at that time to Maruwhenua – 

the Maori Secretariat of the Ministry for the Environment. 

In 2004 I returned to study at the University of Canterbury and graduated LLB in 2009. My specialty is Natural 

Resource Law, and my lecturer in this subject was Dr David Round. I am also interested in Jurisprudence and the 

Common Law. 

Since that time I have worked as a Resource Management Consultant. Presently I work for Wairewa Runanga and 

Te Kete o Wairewa Ltd undertaking a range of work in Canterbury. 

Ka nui taku mihi mahana ki a koutou. 

I request that the consent authority considering the application by ‘Rangatira Developments Ltd’ decline ALL of 

the resource consents sought for the Te Kuha mining project enterprise, for the following reasons. 

The Arahura Deed of Purchase (1860) includes a map which defines my tribal rohe or area recognised by the 

Crown – extending from Kahurangi Point (North of Karamea) south to Piopiotahi (Milford Sound, Fiordland) 

from the coast inland to the peaks of the Southern Alps.  

 

This year my iwi Ngai Tahu commemorate the 20
th

 anniversary of the settlement of the Ngai Tahu claim to the 

Waitangi Tribunal by the Crown. Our hui a tau (AGM) is on 23
rd

 November 2017 at Tuahiwi Pa. 

 

Regrettably the fact of our Treaty settlement two decades ago has not engendered any greater understanding of 

our people and our culture and traditions on the West Coast (Te Tai Poutini) by developers, as evident by the 

resource consent application concerning a proposal to mine my ancestral mountain Te Kuha.  

 

We have a saying in my Nihorere whanau: “We fight from the Coast”.  

 

The proposed 116 ha mine footprint is located over two different types of publicly owned Crown. I understand 

that the land tenure of this ‘public’ or Crown land includes the following:  

 

(1) Public conservation land administered by the Department of Conservation (DOC) as Stewardship land 

under the Conservation Act 1986; and  

(2) Land managed by the Buller District Council under the Reserves Act 1977 as ‘Local Purpose (Water 

Conservation) Reserve’. 

 

Much of the proposed site (approximately 100 hectares) is land held by the Buller District Council as a water 

conservation area. It seems logical that this land would have been designated a water conservation area for the 

important purpose of providing a safe potable fresh water supply for the town of Westport. 

 

Any alternative usage of this parcel of land must therefore be ultra vires the regulations or statutes under which 

the Crown and local government in Buller originally set aside the area and deigned it a ‘Water Conservation 

Reserve area’. Even if this alternative purpose – land disturbance and other activities related to coal mining – was 
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valid at law, it is my submission that the application needs to be declined in its entirety under the Resource 

Management Act 1991 as a matter of law. 

 

Water quality issues are a hot topic in local government circles in Aotearoa New Zealand, in the wake of the 

outbreak of waterborne disease in the Hawkes Bay due to the negligence of the Hastings District Council. A more 

recent outbreak of waterborne disease in the Hawkes Bay region indicates that Council’s with legal duties 

regarding potable water supply to their communities and ratepayers really need to take their legal responsibility 

for protecting healthy water sources most seriously indeed. Typhoid is a potentially fatal disease. A number of 

residents in that district are now ill and have been hospitalised for urgent treatment according to recent news 

reports. 

 

We have a whakatauake which reflects our Maori world view of the importance of health and wellbeing of people 

and communities, and thus it follows that wai Maori or drinking water must be protected for the community of 

Westport:  

 

He aha te mea nui? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata! Translated this proverb asks the question: What is the most 

important thing? It is people, it is people, it is people!’ 

 

Our rich gold and coal mining history here in Te Tai Poutini is widely known and has been written about in many 

published tomes. Gold was in fact discovered by Chief Tarapuhi the eldest son of Tuhuru. 

 

Some of the negative ‘legacy’ issues arising from the historical mining that took place in the 19
th
 century 

throughout the West Coast region continue to be problematic, with acid and heavy metal leachate from old mine 

workings creating serious health risks in numerous waterways, which do not meet National Standards for safe 

contact (eg swimming, whitebaiting etc). An example of this is at Paroa in the Grey District. 

 

The West Coast Regional Council maintains a register of contaminated sites as required by law. The remediation 

of these sites is financially costly and often imposes a burden on the present generation of ratepayers.  

 

Therefore, consent authorities ought to have these facts at front of mind when considering applications for mining 

activities and other activities which could have a downstream effect or a cumulative effect on water quality now 

or in the future, which is necessary for potable public water supply.  

 

On the face of it, it seems obvious that this proposal to carry out mining operations on land set aside for fresh 

water conservation is at odds with the RMAct (1991), in particular the overarching sustainable purpose of the Act.  

 

At any rate, it would appear, that the Buller local authorities historically in their wisdom saw fit to set aside this 

land specifically to safeguard the water supply of the Westport and surrounding communities. 

 

It also needs to be taken into account that West Coast tangata whenua have in the past expressed concern that 

identified toxic sites which are contaminated by toxic waste and/or leachate or discharges from old mine workings 

or tailings etc, need to be remediated as a priority. Creating problems for future generations of West Coasters is 

not a good idea, and I can confidently say that it is not something that we Poutini Ngai Tahu people have ever 

supported. Our world view is neatly set out in the WCRPS which I cite in support of this part of my submission. 

 

In addition, the West Coast Regional Policy Statement contains issues of significance to the tangata whenua, 

which are required to be taken into account in the consideration and determination of resource consent 

applications, including that of the application in question. 

 

I might add, that I was working as ‘Kaitakawaenga – Iwi Planner’ for the West Coast Regional Council in the 

early 1990’s following the enactment of the Resource Management Act (1991). It was my responsibility to arrange 

the consultation hui and wananga for Poutini Ngai Tahu, and also to act as the Secretary of the ‘Komiti Rangapu 

– Treaty Partnership Committee’ which was then a Standing Committee of the West Coast Regional Council. If I 

remember rightly the relevant chapter in the West Coast Regional Policy Statement (WCRPS) was entitled “Issues 

of Significance to Poutini Ngai Tahu”. 

 

The WCRPS will have by now undergone a statutory review. However, I am confident that the issues as stated 

back then therein remain the same. Therefore, I refer the Hearings Commissioner/s and the Applicant ‘Rangatira 

Holdings Ltd’ to the WCRPS which I cite in support of my submission that this resource consent application to 

establish a mining operation on our maunga Te Kuha must be declined in full. 
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Turning now to the other land that would be impacted if these consents were granted, I understand that the 

remaining area within which the resource consent applicant wants to operate a coal mine is on Conservation Land 

held by the Crown for the purposes of conservation.  

 

Mining purposes and conservation purposes are in my view mutually exclusive concepts.  

 

The privatisation by stealth by the Crown in the guise of DOC on the West Coast and throughout New Zealand, 

by way of ‘public-private’ partnerships has drawn the wrath of ordinary Kiwi’s concerned at the loss of public 

access to our National Parks and other conservation lands, as private organisations such as the ‘Old Ghost Road 

Trust’ etc have been seen to enter contractual agreements with the Minister of Conservation to build tourist 

facilities, new bridges and roads, fell ancient Kahikatea and other native trees, and encourage hoards of mountain 

cyclists in the Buller back country between Lyell in the Buller (Kawatiri) Gorge and Mokihinui-Seddonville, in 

the Mokihinui Ecological area, which is dangerous for people like me – Ngati Waewae – who like to walk in 

peace in the bush. 

 

Perhaps the new MMP coalition Government will revisit the Conservation Act (1987) and review changes to that 

and other pieces of legislation and regulations which have eaten away at public access to bush walks, tramping, 

deerstalking and hunting in our beautiful natural native forest areas in Te Tai Poutini, through granting leases, 

licenses and concessions to private business interests who profit from their exploitation of the public conservation 

estate. I live in hope. 

 

My concerns regarding the proposal relate in particular to my being tangata whenua and a direct descendent of 

Tuhuru & Papakura of Ngati Waewae, Poutini Kai Tahu.  

 

Tuhuru was the paramount chief of Te Tai Poutini whose mana extended over the Kawatiri or Buller District 

including Te Kuha and the environs of our maunga Te Kuha. This fact has been recognised by numerous official 

enquiries, and the Crown eg Young Commission in the 19
th

 century which held hearings in Greymouth at which 

my tupuna gave evidence, and the Waitangi Tribunal. 

 

My whanau come from the Mataamua line – the matriarchal chiefly line. My Great-Grandmother Kura Arapata 

Horau was a member of the Mawhera Land Committee in the early 20
th

 Century. She married my Poua Tame 

West and together they farmed our whanau land beside the famous Arahura River. 

 

My late Aunt Rt Hon Whetu Tirikatene Sullivan was the first Minister for the Environment in the 1972 Labour 

Government and was the second longest serving Member of Parliament for the Labour Party. Her father Sir Eruera 

Tirikatene was my Grandmother’s first cousin – their respective mothers were sisters (Kura Arapata Horau & Tini 

Arapata Horau who married Mr Tregerthen (anglicised to Tirikatene). 

 

My cousin Rt Hon Sandra Lee Vercoe QSM was the Minister of Conservation in the Labour-Alliance Government 

led by Prime Minister Rt Hon Helen Clark.  

 

We are all direct descendants of Papakura through Nihorere who was born here about the time of the Battle of 

Waterloo, and we have over 70 generations of custom, usage and tino rangatiratanga here in Te Tai Poutini and 

Te Wahi Poenamu. Ka tangi te titi, Ka tangi te kaka! 

 

I give my pedigree or whakapapa as it relates to my turangawaewae Te Kuha, to show my tangata whenua status 

under the RMAct (1991): 
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Tuhuru=Papakura 

             /         I 

Nihorere = Te Niho (Ngati Rarua Rangatira) from North of Kahurangi Point where he was still living when 

Heaphy was guided into our tribal area by our relative Kehu et al from Ngati Apa in 1846. 

             / 

Kapaki Wikitoria (the daughter of Nihorere) = Pokaka aka Arapata Horau (after whom Albert Street in Greymouth 

is named – as it was the site of their town residence. Arapata Horau was the Native Assessor for Greymouth which 

was the equivalent of a District Court Judge. He and Kapaki gifted the land for the first Anglican Church in 

Greymouth which was lost in a fire). 

             / 

Kura Arapata Horau = Tame Whakamaua Pihawai West 

                                  / 

Roka Te Hakamatua Pihawai West = Cyril Seymour Johnson 

    / 

Iri May Johnson = Albert Joseph George Barber 

       / 

Sharon Rose aka Iri Sinclair nee Barber. 

 

It must be emphasised that when Heaphy staggered (with the assistance of dedicated Maori guides without whom 

he would have died), down the West Coast in 1846 he found our people had cultivated hundreds of acres on the 

south bank of the Kawatiri (Buller) River in both taro and potatoes. This was  a practical demonstration of our 

sovereignty or mana motuhake, mana whenua, te tino rangatiratanga over the northern West Coast which we call 

Te Tai Poutini. Interestingly during that 1846 whitebait season, Mr Heaphy also saw one of our tohunga 

conducting traditional customary rites relating to the self-management of our whitebait fishery on the Kawatiri or 

Buller River.  

 

My pepeha set out above upholds these facts.                     

 

If resource consent is granted, there will be major detrimental environmental effects upon my role as a kaitiaki 

for Te Kuha, and the role my whanauka play in taking care of our environment properly, to uphold the mana of 

our illustrious tipuna.  

 

There are numerous rare and threatened species of flora and fauna in the application area at Te Kuha, which are 

‘Taonga Species’ as identified in the Ngai Tahu Settlement Act. Others are ‘taonga’ in the sense that word is used 

in Te Tiriti o Waitangi (see s.8 RMAct 1991). 

 

Te Kuha is a mighty mountain which is part of an outstanding ancestral Maori landscape highly visible from 

Westport and the lower Buller Gorge, where our fighting Pa was – as is recorded on historic maps, and known to 

archaeologists and the former NZ Historic Places Trust, now called ‘Heritage New Zealand’.. 

 

I am unaware as to whether the West Coast Regional Council followed through on the WCRPS by undertaking a 

‘Silent File’ project such as that included in the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement, which Komiti Rangapu 

agreed to do in the 1990’s. However, I refer you to the ‘Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013 which is recognised 

in all planning documents by Environment Canterbury (ECAN) and the Christchurch City Council, which contains 

information relating to the Silent File register. This Iwi Management Plan (IMP) has been written by the Ngai 

Tahu Papatipu Runanga in the Canterbury and Horomaka or Banks Peninsula/Lake Ellesmere rohe. 

 

I have sincere concerns that the application site may include wahi tapu and other sites of significance to myself, 

my whanau and our hapu and iwi, which cannot be made certain without some research into the matter, and a full 

and proper site visit etc. In any event, the removal of our mountain top is non-negotiable and cannot be allowed 

to proceed under any circumstances. 

 

The Assessment of Effects is inadequate due to inadequate consultation with tangata whenua, and no full and 

proper AEE in terms of the special relationship of tangata whenua and our culture and traditions with our lands, 

waters and other taonga under the RMAct 1991. 
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Lastly, I would ask the Commissioner/s to ask the applicant company – which I understand has a relationship to 

the Wi Pere Trust, whether the Directors and Shareholders of the applicant legal entity, or the related Trust, would 

be happy for myself, or one of our Ngai Tahu or hapu companies, or Trusts named after one of our illustrious 

tipuna, to make an application for a resource consent to remove the top off our other sacred mountain Hikurangi 

in our ancestral homelands of Te Tairawhiti, for the purposes of mining coal or some other activity? 

 

My tipuna Rt Hon H.K Taiaroa MP (and for a brief period Mr Ihaia Tainui MP the tipuna of my Uncle Eli Weepu 

of Arahura Pa) sat in the Upper House of Parliament after 1867 with Wi Pere MP and were all on the Native 

Affairs Select Committee when Fenton CJ and Premier Fox ran the Law Courts and Colonial then Settler 

Government respectively. The Maori Members of Parliament all knew each other well and supported each other. 

 

I would never entertain the notion of going into another tribal rohe to takahia upon the mana of the chiefs of that 

place.  

 

Worse still is that we are related to Te Aitanga a Mahaki. According to our tipuna Tikao (a recognised whakapapa 

expert and the inaugural Chairman of the Kotahitangi Maori Parliament at Papawai Marae), our Ngai Tahu 

whakapapa is senior to Ngati Porou who are our much loved relations whom we left behind in Te Tairawhiti to 

take care of our sacred mauka Hikurangi, while we came South to Aoraki (Mt Cook), to Te Kuha overlooking the 

Kawatiri River, to Tuhua standing beside our Arahura River, and Mt Tutoko in the southern part of Tai Poutini. 

 

Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe, me he maunga teitei.  

Pursue excellence – should you stumble/bow your head, let it be to a lofty 

mountain. 

This submission has been made on behalf of my lofty mountain Te Kuha! 

No reira, Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou  

 

 

Iri Sinclair BA LLB 

Resource Management Consultant 

Papa Associates 

 

 

Email Contact – irisinclair2015@gmail.com 
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